
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Friends of Edgar County 
Law Enforcement took a big step in 
the goal to provide better protective 
gear for all local police and sheriff 
deputies at Saturday’s UTV ride in 
Vermilion.

Approximately 117 UTVs filled 
with everyone from law enforce-
ment personnel to families shrugged 
off the 100 degree plus heat factor 
to spend four hours on the property 
of three landowners in southeast-
ern Edgar County. Their reward for 
supporting the fundraiser was a bar-
becue feast prepared by Granville 
Colvin, Chip Keys and Jake Hen-
son including 130 pounds of pulled 
pork, baked beans, chips, 40 gallons 
and lemonade and 422 of Georgia 
Colvin’s famous brownies — all 
served by members of the Paris 
High School football and basketball 
teams.

The goal of the fundraising project 
is to raise at least $40,000 to pur-
chase each law enforcement officer a 
helmet and a protective vest that will 
stop high-powered rifle rounds. The 
total cost to outfit the officers of the 
Edgar County Sheriff ’s Department 
and the Paris, Chrisman, Brocton 

and Kansas Police Departments is 
$1,050 per person. In addition, the 
group hopes to raise enough mon-
ey to acquire at least two protective 
shields — one for the county and 
one for the city. The shields provide 
protection for the first officer enter-
ing a hostile situation.

Granville Colvin said the ride — 
which netted just under $17,000 

— would not have been possible 
without the support of three land-
owners who allowed the UTV’s to 
cross their lands during the ride. All 
three landowners — who requested 
to stay anonymous — said the ride 
went well with no trash or damage 
visible.

Registration for the ride was per 
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Griffin ready for vote-by-mail 
State requiring mail ballots; county clerk confident system guards against voter fraud
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net 

Holding an election during 
a pandemic presents challeng-
es not found in normal times.

There is a need to make 
sure people can vote in a 
manner that reduces the risk 
of exposure to the corona vi-
rus. A COVID-19 spike in 
Wisconsin was traced back 
to when voters stood in lines 
for hours to vote. Such con-
cerns prompted the Illinois 
General Assembly to pass and 
Governor J.B. Pritzker to sign 
SB1863. The new law requires 
the election authority in each 
county to mail a request for a 
mail-in ballot to everyone who 
voted in either the Novem-
ber 2018 general election, the 

April 2019 consolidated elec-
tion or the March 2020 prima-
ry election.

“The state 
is recom-
m e n d i n g 
you vote by 
mail due to 
COVID-19,” 
said August 
Griffin, Ed-
gar County 

Clerk and Recorder, adding 
the mailer for Edgar County 
voters is due to go out by Aug. 
1. 

Some Republican legis-
lators have claimed SB1863 
opens the door for fraudu-
lent voting, but Griffin does 
not share those concerns. He 
pointed out the Illinois system 

of voting by mail is a multistep 
process that includes a series 
of checks and balances along 
the way. The system has been 
in place for many years with-
out any problems.

The main difference this 
year is the requirement for the 
clerk’s office to take the initia-
tive by mailing out the request 
to voters instead of waiting for 
people to ask.

Griffin emphasized the 
document going out Aug. 1 is 
not a ballot. It is an informa-
tional mailer advising people 
of their right to vote by mail, 
encouraging them to do so 
and it includes a return card 
requesting the clerk’s office 
send an application for a mail-
in ballot. Only people making 

such a request will receive the 
application

Returning the mailed card 
is just one way to start the vote 
by mail process. People can 
send a request via a link on the 
county clerk’s webpage, print 
the form found on the web-
page and mail that or email a 
request to Griffin.

“I’ve done that with my 
military and overseas voters 
for several years,” Griffin said 
about the email approach.

When the request for an 
application is received the sig-
nature is checked against the 
voter rolls and if everything is 
compliant the application is 
mailed. The returned applica-
tion is again verified before a 
packet is prepared containing 

the ballot, a security envelope 
the voter must sign and a re-
turn envelope.

Griffin has contracted with 
Liberty Services to handle the 
mail work through the end of 
September. Liberty Systems 
is the vendor that maintains 
and tests the county’s voting 
machines. The company is 
doing the mail work for several 
counties and Griffin said the 
$5,000 fee is a reasonable 
expense to prevent his small 
staff from being overwhelmed. 
Liberty is mailing the initial 
cards and will mail the 
subsequent material when 
authorized by the clerk’s office.

The security checks con-
tinue when the voted ballot 

See GRIFFIN, Page 8A

GRIFFIN

GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairirpress.net

CHRISMAN — The second 
step in creating a special service 
area providing ambulance service 
in Northern Edgar County was tak-
en Monday, July 20.

A public hearing was held under 
the auspices of the Edgar County 
Board to take public comments and 
answer questions about the propos-
al. This followed a May 20 vote by 
the county board creating the spe-
cial service area, but that vote does 
not become final until the manda-
tory protest period closes.

Attorney Robert Morris ex-
plained people opposed to creat-
ing the taxing district have 60 days 
from July 20 to get two petitions 
protesting the action filed in the 
Edgar County Clerk and Record-
er’s Office. One petition must be 
from landowners in Young Ameri-
ca, Ross, Prairie, Brouilletts Creek, 
Edgar and Shiloh townships, in-
cluding the communities of Chris-
man, Hume and Metcalf. The other 
petition must be from registered 
voters in the same areas.

Morris said state law for creating 
a special service area requires that 
both petitions must be signed by a 

Clock 
ticking on 
forming 
service area

See NECAS, Page 8A

UTVS TRAVEL FROM FAR AND WIDE TO RIDE

Terry Hackett/For The Prairie Press

It was quite a lineup of UTVs at the Friends of Edgar County Law Enforcement fundraiser Saturday, July 18. UTVs from 
throughout the county and the area participated in the four-hour drive through southeastern Edgar County.

UTV ride funds police gear 

Terry Hackett/For The Prairie Press

Two longtime Edgar County Shrine volunteers, Terry Hackett and Donnie 
Rowe, were among those who provided support for the UTV ride by Friends 
of Edgar County Law Enforcement. Hackett is a retired Illinois State Trooper. 
They are displaying handmade wooden flags donated by Chip Off the Block 
and 22 Rounds.

See RIDE, Page 8A

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

HUME — The Shiloh 
school board clarified its 
social distancing plans and 
learning options during the 
regular meeting Monday, 
July 20. 

Buses were a major top-
ic. Shiloh is adding anoth-
er bus route to keep social 
distancing guidelines and 
announced drivers are not 
required to check students’ 
temperatures before they 
board. Superintendent Al-
len Hall said this is because 
drivers could potentially 
send students home alone 
if their caretakers are al-
ready at work. Another 

concern is false readings, 
because walking to the 
bus stop in the sun warms 
students considerably. The 
school will instead take 
temperatures at the build-
ing and contact parents to 
pick kids up from there.

Some worried this plan 
risks the health of kids on 
the bus. Hall and principal 
Beth Harbaugh assured 
them the buses’ 50-child 
limit and assigned seat-
ing will minimize danger. 
However, fewer kids riding 
is better.

“We’re asking anyone 
who can transport their 
own kids to school to do 
that, because it’ll cut down 

on the number of kids on 
buses,” said Hall.

Paraprofessional edu-
cator Noah Allen asked 
if a whole bus would be 
sent home if one student 
showed COVID-19 symp-
toms. Hall said no, as there 
are many other reasons a 
student could be cough-
ing or running a fever. 
The school wants to avoid 
knee-jerk reactions, and 
the school nurse will help 
keep people safe. 

“You could have a 
lot of things and not be 
COVID-related,” Har-
baugh noted.

A handout at the meet-
ing announced parents 

should provide two masks 
for their children, and the 
school will have disposable 
masks on hand. Masks will 
be a constant feature this 
year except for outdoor 
mask breaks. The board 
acknowledged this will be 
trying for everyone.

“One of the biggest 
headaches we recognize 
is the masks,” Hall said, 
adding continual refusal 
to wear a mask will lead to 
a student’s removal from 
school.

Other safety measures 
include sanitizing rooms 
and staggered locker as-
signments.

Shiloh has details of imminent reopening

See SHILOH, Page 7A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris Union School District 95 
is moving full steam toward the 
reopening of school following the 
mandated school closures in March 
due to the COVID-19.  

Teachers report to their schools 
for in-service Aug. 12 with students 
returning for two half-day sessions 
on Aug. 13 and Aug. 14. The first 
full day of school is Monday, Aug. 
17. Everyone will be required to 
wear masks.

Paris 95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson said he and 
Crestwood Unit 4 Superintendent 
of Schools Danette Young want 
to collaborate as much as possible 
about the reopening of school.

“We’re probably 90 percent in 
agreement,” he said. 

According to Larson, parents 
were given the choice of sending 
their child(ren) back to school full-
time or do online remote learning. 
That choice was required to be 
finalized by 3 p.m. Friday, July 24. 
Students whose parents did not 
make a selection were automati-
cally placed in the remote learning 
plan. 

“Right now, we’re running 80 
percent to attend full-time and 20 
percent remote,” Larson said Friday 
afternoon. Parents will be making 
the attendance decision on a quar-
ter-by-quarter basis. “If the class-
room or remote learning isn’t work-
ing for a student, then parents have 
the option of switching.”

Paris 95 soon 
reopening

See PARIS 95, Page 7A
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

89   68
Prec: 0%

91   72
Prec: 0%

88   63
Prec: 70%

83   62
Prec: 0%

85   65
Prec: 0%

83   64
Prec: 0%

81   63
Prec: 30%

TODAY — Sunny with increasing heat and 
humidity and highs in the upper 80s.

SUNDAY — Sunny with increasing heat and 
humidity and highs in the upper 80s.

MONDAY — Highs climb into the upper 80s, 
but a passing cold front brings shower and 
thunderstorms and then cooler, less humid 
air for the rest of the week.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85°/65°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106° in 1934
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48° in 1913

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.18”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.62”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34.82”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34.82”

NORMAL:    High: 85   Low: 65    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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Weather Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
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Paris Area Weather 
 

 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:44 a.m. 8:10 p.m. 11:11 a.m. 11:33 p.m.

SUNDAY 5:45 a.m. 8:09 p.m. 12:22 p.m. --

MONDAY 5:46 a.m. 8:08 p.m. 1:33 p.m. 12:03 a.m.

TUESDAY 5:47 a.m. 8:07 p.m. 2:44 p.m. 11:35 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:48 a.m. 8:06 p.m. 3:54 p.m. 1:11 a.m.

THURSDAY 5:49 a.m. 8:05 p.m. 5:02 p.m. 1:51 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:50 a.m. 8:04 p.m. 6:05 p.m. 2:38 a.m.

101 S. Central Ave.  •  Paris
217-465-6381

www.firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317

dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME

His furever home...  your forever home.
Make a move with  

low down  
payment options
and GREAT RATES too!

Contact Darla to get started on your home loan!

NMLS #411170

Invitation To Bid
The County of Edgar

 is accepting bids for its 
Property, Auto, and Liability 

Insurance. 
Bid packets are available by 

contacting
August Griffin  

Edgar County Clerk
115 W. Court St., Paris, IL.

Ph. 217-466-7433
Or at www.edgarcountyillinois.com

Bids are due in the Clerk’s Office
by 8:30 a.m. October 13, 2020 

The Edgar County Board Reserves 
The Right To Reject Any and All Bids

BY EVERETT LAU
elau99@rocketmail.com

What started as a sunny and 
steamy afternoon in Edgar 
County Sunday, July 19, ended 
with numerous thunderstorms 
producing heavy rainfall and 
flash flooding across parts of 
the area.

In the early afternoon, tem-
peratures across East Cen-
tral Illinois climbed near the 
90-degree mark, but heat index 
values approached triple digits. 
This heat and humidity in the 
atmosphere set the stage for 
thunderstorms to dump copi-
ous amounts of rain in a short 
amount of time.

Rainfall amounts were most 
impressive in northern parts 
of the county where thun-
derstorms stalled out in the 
afternoon and another round 
pushed through overnight. 
Residents from across the 
county reported the totals that 
fell in their gauges on The Prai-
rie Press Facebook page. 

Suzanna Jones reported 9.2 

inches of rain fell from Sunday 
afternoon into Monday morn-
ing east of Metcalf. There were 
several reports of anywhere 
from 5 to 7.5 inches of rain in 
the Chrisman and Scottland 
areas during the same time 
frame, with most of the precip-
itation falling within a couple 
of hours Sunday afternoon.

The intense rainfall rates cre-
ated a number of flooding is-
sues in the northern part of the 
county. The National Weather 
Service office in Lincoln issued 
a flash flood warning for all of 
the county at 5:10 p.m. By 5:30 
p.m., local law enforcement re-
ported barricades were being 
set up on U.S. Highway 36 west 
of Chrisman because water 
was flowing over the roadway. 
Meteorologists with the NWS 
reported one to two feet of 
standing water inundated parts 
of Chrisman, flooding garages 
and basements across town.

Further south, a stronger 
thunderstorm capable of pro-
ducing 60 mph wind gusts 

prompted a severe thun-
derstorm warning for areas 
south of Paris. This storm was 
blamed for knocking a tree 
onto the Lower Terre Haute 
Road about three miles south-
east of Paris.

That storm wasn’t the only 
one in southern Edgar Coun-
ty, though. Additional storms 
continued to develop through 
the evening, racking up rain 
totals in that part of the coun-
ty. The official measurement at 
the Paris Waterworks was 3.16 
inches of rain, but totals from 
The Prairie Press Facebook 
fans ranged anywhere from 
two to five inches in the Paris 
area.

All the thunderstorm activi-
ty was triggered by a cold front 
that was sagging southward 
across the state Sunday after-
noon. It continued to slow as 
it made its way into Central 
Illinois, eventually becoming 
almost stationary. The cold 
front forced air at the surface to 
rise upward, and as the warm, 

moist air mass that was in place 
lifted, it condensed and fell 
as precipitation – extremely 
heavy precipitation at times.

The cold front acted like 
a sponge in the atmosphere, 
wringing out all the excess hu-
midity that was in place. Since 
the front stalled over the area, 
thunderstorms relentlessly un-
leashed heavy rains across Ed-
gar and surrounding counties, 
using up the heat provided by 
the sunshine earlier in the day.

Another front moved 
through Tuesday, sparking 
additional rounds of thunder-
storms across the county. The 
main line of storms prompted 
another severe thunderstorm 
warning to be issued Tuesday 
evening, but while an omi-
nous shelf cloud developed 
along the leading edge of the 
storms – typically an indicator 
of strong wind gusts – the Na-
tional Weather Service didn’t 
receive any reports of damage 
from that round of thunder-
storms.

Storms soak Edgar County early in the week 

The Paris City Council story in the 
July 18 issue of The Prairie Press 
stated the parking lot construc-
tion and other improvements at 
the Tiger Senior Apartments is 
being done on Elizabeth Street 
and will result in the closing of the 
Elizabeth Street and Main Street 
intersection. The story should have 
read Crawford Street instead of 
Elizabeth. 

CORRECTION

DRIVE-THRU JONAH FISH FRY
Although the 2020 F3 Festival 
at Hume is canceled, the F3 
Committee is going ahead with a 
drive-thru only Jonah Fish Fry 3-7 
p.m. Saturday, July 25, in Grafton 
Park. No in-line, in-person service 
will occur. Only takeout meals of 
fish in a curbside setting are avail-
able. Meals are $10 per person, a 
box of fish is $15. First Neighbor 

Bank of Newman is providing ice 
cream for dessert. 

QUILTERS MEET    
The Paris Bee Quilters Guild 
meets 6:30 p.m. Monday, July 27, 
at the Otterbein United Methodist 
Church. Social distancing will be 
practiced, and those attending 
are asked to wear a face mask 
out of regards for a member who 
has a spouse with a weak immune 
system.  

FREE SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Paris-Union School District will 
distribute free school supplies and 
backpacks Aug. 1 at Memorial Ele-
mentary School. The distribution 

for Paris 95 and Crestwood School 
District families begins at noon. 

EDGAR COUNTY 4-H AUCTION
The Edgar County 4-H Fair Live-
stock and Food Auction is an on-
line event this year. It starts 8 a.m. 
Aug. 3 and ends at 3 p.m. Aug. 4. 
To participate in the auction, visit 
sconlinesale.com and follow the 
directions.

NO EDINGTON REUNION 
The annual Edington Family 
Reunion is canceled for 2020. A 
Facebook reunion is scheduled 
Aug. 16 in place of the in-person 
event. More information is available 
at Edington.reunion@gmail.com

NO ONE-ROOM REUNION
The one-room school reunion 
scheduled for Aug. 9 is canceled 
from concern about the health 
risk to those who normally 
attend.

USED BOOK SALE
The annual Sisters of Providence 
used book sale is July 31 to Aug. 
11 in the Foley Room at the Prov-
idence Spirituality & Conference 
Center. Times are 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
EDT Monday through Friday and 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. EDT Saturdays 
and Sundays. Book categories 
include hardbacks, paperbacks, 
spirituality, Bibles, novels, history, 
children’s books, gardening, 
health and crafting. In the past, 
CDs, DVDs and vinyl records have 
also been available. Items are not 
pre-priced, and sales are on a 
donation basis.

CHRISMAN FARMERS MARKET
The Chrisman FFA Chapter’s 
Farmers Market is returning to 
the community every Friday 4-6 
p.m. from June 26 through Sept. 
11. The location is on the east 
side of the city square.
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SHRED DAY
Drop your shredding by Prospect Bank

 and we will ensure safe and secure shredding on us! 

Please call your local branch for drop offs 
of more than 2 boxes/garbage bags full.

Wednesday,
August 26th

9:00am-3:00pm

MEMBER FDIC

RESTAURANT CLOSEOUT 
ONLINE ONLY AUCTION

40 +/- Acres Highly Productive Farmland, Sec. 25 Buck Twp. 

Call for a brochure or visit us online at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Moss Auction Team, LLC
Paris, IL 217-465-4545

Recreational Land & Country Homestead Auction
Edgar County, IL

53.23 +/- acres Exceptional Hunting Woodlands & 
3.418 +/- acres Country Homestead Offered in 2 Tracts

Saturday, October 20 - 10 AM Central

Tract 1: 53.23 +/- acres in Sec. 20 of 
Edgar North Twp. consisting of extraor-
dinary recreational woodlands & former 
pastureland. Tract offers exceptional 
Whitetail Deer & Turkey habitat and 
access to the Brouilletts Creek. 
Outstanding tract for promising future 
isolated country home building sites 
and/or the serious outdoorsman.

Sellers: Sellers: Deborah Allen & Phillip Bok 

Tract 2: 3.418 +/- acres in Sec. 17 of 
Edgar North Twp. consisting of a 1,288 
sq. ft. country home, a 46’x40’ metal 
pole barn and a old wooden corn crib. 
Great country location with many 
possibilities.

Auction Location: Edgar County 4-H 
Building, Paris, IL.

For more info & view catalog visit us at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Preview/Inspection Date: Mon., July 27th at 3-6 p.m. 

Savoia’s Italian Restaurant
Over 540 Lots!

Online Only Auction Ends: 
Wed., July 29th 

at 6 p.m.

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

“Where service makes the difference” 

S u m m e r  H o u r sS u m m e r  H o u r s

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

SUNDAY BRUNCH AT THE LAKE   
with Chef Kyle’s special brunch menu 
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. every Sunday

Wednesday and Thursday
11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Friday and Saturday
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

BY DREW CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com

MARSHALL — On July 
17, Paris native Phil Stapp or-
ganized a cleanup of Blizzard 
Ford, just off state Route 1 in 
Clark County. 

“About a year ago, [my fam-
ily] started taking walks and 
picking up trash as we went,” 
Stapp said. “One time we 
filled a 13-gallon bag in seven 
or eight blocks.” 

From there, he expanded 
the operation to a city-wide 
cleanup in Paris in coopera-
tion with Be the Change and 
the Clark County Clean Re-
cyclers.

“Single-shot Fireballs were 
the most common item,” 
he said. “Second were loose 
articles of clothing. And I 
was thinking, ‘who’s walking 
around with one sock on?’”

The Blizzard Ford clean-
up was the latest of several, 
smaller events he has orga-
nized. The action came after 
his and his friends’ families 
complained about the trash at 
their favorite swim spot. 

“Unless a human being 
comes out and picks it up, it’s 
never decomposing, it’s never 
going anywhere,” Stapp said. 
“I don’t want anyone’s kids 
stepping on something or get-
ting hurt out here.”

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 5975 in Marshall donat-
ed much of the ice, trash bags 
and gloves that were used, 
and Courtney Spencer, or-
ganizer of the Clark County 
Clean Recyclers, made sure 
to say the most important re-
source is volunteers. 

“This is a community-driv-
en thing,” she said. “You look 
at [the trash at Blizzard Ford] 
and think, ‘how can I do any 
of this on my own,’ we have to 
have a community or else we 
can’t do anything.”

Stapp also talked about 
events aside from the clean-
ups that he has helped to or-
ganize. “We were up on the 
square for five days after the 
George Floyd incident, I’ll 
just say there’s a difference be-
tween the Black Lives Matters 
movement and the organiza-
tion,” he said. “We had two 
people ask where we were 
from because they thought 
we were an imaginary group 
of rioters from out of town. 
We also did a suicide preven-
tion rally, it poured down rain 
the entire time.” 

Stapp said he generally sees 
a positive response from the 
community. 

“We did a peace walk as 
well,” he said. “Unlike the 

BLM protest where you had 
to have this mental shield 
against all the terrible things 
people said to you, people just 
honked and said nice things 
about us.” 

One activity that failed 
to happen because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic was a 
concert to benefit the food 
pantry. Other possible events 
on his list are also dependent 
on the COVID develop-
ments.

“The only reason we’re out 
doing the Blizzard Ford clean-

up is because it’s such an open 
place. And, of course, we can 
mask up if we can’t keep apart 
from each other,” he said.

The Clark County Clean 
Recyclers remain active. 

“Marshall had considered 
getting rid of our recycling 
bin, it’s constantly full, so 
there’s a want and a need to 
have it,” Spencer noted.

Both Be the Change and 
the Clark County Clean Re-
cyclers can be found on Face-
book for contact and future 
events.

Stapp helps organizes 
cleanup, peace walk

Drew Chittick/The Prairie Press

Volunteer Logan Fomera picks through the brush to clean trash 
left on the side of the path down to Blizzard Ford.

Drew Chittick/The Prairie Press

Courtney Spencer, left, of the Clark County Clean Recyclers and 
Phil Stapp, right, of Paris organized the cleanup of the popular 
Blizzard Ford on Big Creek in Clark County.

Drew Chittick/The Prairie Press

From left to right, Cloud Stapp, Braden Gallion, Jack Metcalf and 
Adrian and Cameron Sexton play in Big Creek at Blizzard Ford 
on a hot July day. The families all joined in a volunteer effort to 
clean up the accumulated trash at the site.    

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Edgar County 
Health Department web-
site made a change earlier 
in the week regarding how 
COVID-19 cases are re-
ported.

According to the web-
site, some of the rapid tests 
in use are not confirmed 
by the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the 
federal Center for Disease 
Control as reliable. Such 
tests indicating a positive 
for COVID-19 are now list-
ed as probable cases on the 
website.

Probable cases are still re-
quired to isolate for 14 days 
and contact tracing is done. 

As a result of the change, 
the health department’s 
website for Tuesday, July 21, 
listed 19 lab confirmed pos-
itives, which was a decrease 
from the 26 positive cases 
shown on the July 17 web 
report. 

The July 21 report indi-
cated 14 probable cases for 
a total of 33 cases. One case 
was listed as hospitalized, 
15 in home isolation and 17 
recovered.  

Another website change 
occurred in the bar graph 

Change in reporting COVID-19
showing the breakdown by 
age and sex. The graph post-
ed Tuesday, July 21, dropped 
some of the people that ap-
peared July 17. 

Numbers remained es-
sentially unchanged for the 
remainder of the week until 
Friday, July 24, when the lab 
confirmed COVID-19 cases 
jumped back to 26 and the 
probable cases fell to 11. Of 
those total numbers, two cases 
required hospitalization, 13 are 
in home isolation and 22 are 
recovered.

According to the website’s 

bar graph, the new confirmed 
cases for the past week were a 
female between the ages of 0-9, 
a female in her 40s, two males 
in their 40s,1 females who is 70 
or older and 2 males who are 
70 or older. 

 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Illinois Elementary 
School Association (IESA) 
board of directors voted unan-
imously Thursday, July 23, to 
cancel fall sports for the 2020-
2021 season. 

There are no plans to re-
schedule the activities or con-
duct them later in the school 
year in part due to if and when 
high schools in Illinois play 
their contests.

Junior high girls softball 

practice was scheduled to be-
gin Monday with baseball and 
cross-country seasons starting 
Aug. 3. The board delayed any 
decision regarding girls basket-
ball. The first day of practice for 
that sport is scheduled Aug. 31.

The board will meet again 
in late August to make the 
decision concerning girls 
basketball. Junior high boys 
basketball is played later in 
the school year, and it was not 
part of the discussions at this 
time. 

"The decisions made by the 
IESA Board of Directors were 
by far the most difficult deci-
sions I have ever witnessed the 
board make in my tenure with 
IESA,” IESA executive direc-
tor Steve Endsley said in a pre-
pared statement. “With there 
being so many unknowns 
regarding the re-opening of 
schools, the safety of the very 
students who participate in 
junior high and middle school 
activities was at the very cen-
ter of the discussion.” 

IESA cancels junior high fall sports

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?
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Jameson 750ml

$26.99

Bacardi 1.75ml

$23.93

All Admiral 750mL

$8.99

All UV 750ml

$11.99

Captian Morgan 1.75ml

$29.43

Natural Lt 30pk

$14.99

All Apothic Wine
10% OFF10% OFF

MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI - SAT      7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

ON SALE 
July 24-July 30

Drive-up 
window available

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

 

Pricing does not include tax, title or doc fees. 
Photos for illustration purposes only.

Value
Corner

HUGE SAVINGS

Manual Transmission!

2014 Chevrolet
Cruze

Was $7,985 Now 
$6,504

X20047A

2015 Buick
Encore

Was $14,985 Now 
$13,886

#B20229A

Low Miles!

Was $17,985 Now 
$16,838

2013 Lincoln
MKX

#X19173C

Was $16,985 Now 
$15,985

2017 Buick
Encore

#X20064

Sport Touring!

Loaded!

2017 Lincoln
MKZ

Was $15,985 Now 
$14,813

#B20176C

Was $8,985 Now 
$7,901

2010 GMC 
Terrain

#X20073B

Just Arrived!

Was $16,985 Now 
$15,985

2016 Honda
Accord

#X19214B

Local Trade!

Was $13,985 Now 
$12,711

2015 GMC 
Terrain

#X20054A

Local Trade!

2016 Chevrolet
Equinox

Was $17,985 Now 
$16,314

#X20053

1-Owner!!

Low Miles!

2017 Jeep
Compass

Was $16,985 Now 
$15,875

#X20006

Low Miles!

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

The following people ap-
peared during the July 13 and 
July 16 criminal and traffic 
calls in Edgar County Circuit 
Court:

IN CUSTODY
nSamuel D. Adkins, 22, Par-

is, was in custody and charged 
with a Class 4 felony possession 
of a controlled substance and 
a Class A misdemeanor illegal 
possession of cannabis. The 
case went to the public defend-
er and the matter was contin-
ued for the preliminary hearing. 
Adkins was remanded to custo-
dy pending posting of bond.
nWilliam S. Arrasmith, 45, 

Lafayette, Ind., appeared in 
custody and was charged with a 
Class 4 felony aggravated driv-
ing while license is revoked and 
a Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a revoked license. The pub-
lic defender was appointed, the 
preliminary hearing was waived 
and a not guilty plea with a jury 
trial demand entered. He was 
granted a personal recogni-
zance bond, and the matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence. Arrasmith was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nZebulin Bowman, 43, Par-

is, appeared in custody, waived 
the preliminary hearing and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 1 felo-
ny residential burglary charge. 
Bond was reduced to $12,500 
from the original bond of 
$25,000 and a preliminary 
hearing was scheduled. He was 

remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJamesray A. Evans, 28, Par-

is, appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class 4 felony 
unlawful possession of another 
individual’s credit or debit card. 
He waived the preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand. Bond 
was set at $2,500 and the mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference.

In another matter, Evans’ 
unresolved charges of a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of a 
hypodermic syringe were con-
tinued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nVernon L. Fox, 46, Paris, 

appeared in custody and plead-
ed not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class 1 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
greater than 15 grams but less 
than 100 grams, a Class 2 felo-
ny possession of methamphet-
amine greater than 5 grams but 
less than 15 grams, a Class 4 fel-
ony possession of a controlled 
substance and a Class A misde-
meanor attempting to flee from 
a police officer charges. Bond 
was reduced to $15,000 from 
the original bond of $20,000. A 
pretrial conference was sched-
uled, and Fox was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nRobert J. Lovell, 23, Elk 

Grove Village, appeared in cus-
tody, was charged and pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand to a Class A misdemean-

Cases appearing in the Edgar County Circuit Court
or criminal trespassing to vehi-
cles. The public defender was 
appointed and bond was set at 
$1,500. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference, 
and Lovell was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nSamuel Moody, 27, Paris, 

appeared in custody, waived 
the preliminary hearing and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 2 felony 
aggravated battery and a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery charges. Bond was re-
duced to $5,000 from the orig-
inal bond of $7,000. The mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nDaniel L. Robinson, 32, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 3 fel-
ony failure to report to a penal 
institution. According to court 
records, he became out of con-
trol and was removed from 
the courtroom. Robinson’s 
other unresolved charges of 
two counts of a Class 2 felony 
burglary, a Class 3 felony theft, 
a Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class 4 
felony possession of burglary 
tools, a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of drug parapherna-
lia and a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal damage to property 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody.
nColly W. Thomas, 39, Par-

is, was in custody and charged 
with a Class 2 felony aggravat-
ed battery, a Class 3 felony un-
lawful possession of a credit or 
debit card of another individu-
al and a Class A misdemeanor 
violation of a bail bond. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed, and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel. He was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nAustin D. Toler, 32, Paris, 

appeared in custody and his 
motion to continue was grant-
ed. A pretrial conference was 
rescheduled for his unresolved 
Class X felony armed robbery 
and three counts of a Class 2 
felony robbery, possession of a 
stolen vehicle, a class A misde-
meanor domestic battery and a 
Class A misdemeanor criminal 
trespassing to a motor vehicle 
charges. He was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nCharles G. Wells, 20, Paris, 

appeared in custody. His Class 
2 felony possession of a stolen 
vehicle, a Class 3 felony theft 
of a motor vehicle, a Class A 
misdemeanor theft and a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charges were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 

pending posting of bond.

CHARGES
nJohnathan R. Board, 31, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
4 felony aggravated driving 
while license is revoked, a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia. He told 
the court he will hire an attor-
ney. A first appearance with 
counsel was set.
nHarvey R. Cheesman, 62, 

Paris, was charged and pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misdemean-
or driving on a suspended li-
cense. He was sentenced to a 
$300 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees.
nEthan M. Dick, 16, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor reckless driving. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and a first appearance 
with counsel was scheduled.
nCarl B. Kelly, 53, Brocton, 

was charged with a Class 3 felo-
ny possession of methamphet-
amine, two counts of a Class A 
misdemeanor criminal damage 
to property, a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of an intoxicating com-
pound, a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license 
and a Class C misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct. The public 
defender was appointed, and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing.
nTracy E. Luster, 49, Broc-

ton, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender got the case, and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nDillon R. Manhart, 23, 

Effingham, was presented 
with a petition to revoke his 
probation sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery conviction. The case went 
to the public defender, and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nChristine P. Marchant, 44, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was appointed, and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nKayla F. Newman, 29, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was assigned to the 
case, and a first appearance 
with counsel was set.
nJohn E. Raymer, 34, Paris, 

was charged and pleaded guilty 
to a Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license. He 
was sentenced to a $300 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees.
nJoanna M. Rollings, 31, 

Paris, was charged and pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misdemean-

or driving on a suspended li-
cense. She was sentenced to a 
$300 fine, court costs and vari-
ous state fees.
nJames M. Scholl, 52, Say-

brook, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
illegal possession of cannabis. 
He pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand and a pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nJohn C. Taylor, 66, Black-

well, Mo., was charged with a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of drugs, a Class 
A misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia and a Class 
B misdemeanor speeding. He 
told the court he will hire an 
attorney. The matter was con-
tinued for a first appearance 
with counsel.
nLennie Waltz, 54, Chris-

man, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license. The public 
defender was appointed. A first 
appearance with counsel was 
set.
nRichard H. Wilken, 21, 

Paris, was presented with and 
denied a petition to revoke his 
probation sentence for a Class 
4 felony possession of a con-
trolled substance conviction. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial conference.

GUILTY PLEAS
nDustin P. Goddard, 40, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license. He was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $300 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees.
nHunter A. L. Johnson, 

19, Paris, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor battery 
charge. He was sentenced to 
four days in jail and granted 
credit for two days previously 
served, one year of condition-
al discharge, a $400 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. He 
was ordered to have no contact 
with the apparent victim or the 
victim’s residence.
nLogan Machango, 20, 

Chrisman, admitted a petition 
to revoke his court supervision 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol conviction. He was re-
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge and ordered 
to pay all previous financial 
obligations.
nMichael P. Miller, 42, Mt. 

Pleasant, Iowa, pleaded guilty 
to a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol. He was sentenced to 
10 days in jail with good con-
duct credit to apply and given 
credit for one day previously 
served, two years of condi-
tional discharge, a $1,000 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. He must complete 
75 hours of counseling. In ex-
change for the guilty plea, the 
state dismissed a Class A mis-
demeanor unlawful possession 
of cannabis charge.
nRebecca Phillippi, 18, 

Paris, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia charge and was 
sentenced to 60 days of home 
confinement with credit for 
one day previously served in 
jail, two years of conditional 
discharge, a $750 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 
She was ordered to obtain 
counseling per an evaluation. 
In exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine charge.  

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nJacob A. Comstock, 36, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a re-
voked license charge. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nMarcie A. Galiher, 52, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
4 felony sex offender residing 
within 500 feet or a day care 
charge. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.
nScott P. Tingley, 48, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 4 felo-
ny domestic battery charge. A 
pretrial conference was set.

WARRANTS
Warrants were issued when 

the following individuals failed 
to answer the court call: James 
M. McCollum, 63, Paris; Gar-
rett A. Comstock, 30, Paris; 
Kristin Lane, 26, Lincoln; and 
Bailey T. Timer, 24, Paris.
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Thomas D. Carroll, Director                                                    (217) 465-6311 
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com                              Fax (217) 465-6312
www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303 E. Wood Street       
 Paris, IL 61944 

Since 1923

“Our family sincerely caring for 
your family’s needs”

Since 1923

600 E. Court St.
Paris, IL 

217-465-4775
Peter Templeton Mark Anderson

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

When selecting a funeral home, we simply suggest,
“Ask families we’ve served.”“Ask families we’ve served.”
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Are you a public school, 
state or local employee 
planning your next chapter?

Let us help you prepare. To learn 
more, call my office today.

Derrick L Lorenzen 
Financial Advisor

11773 Il Hwy 1 
Paris, IL 61944-8309 
217-463-4774

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

Select Uprights on SALE

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

DEBORAH ZELLERS  
MARTISNVILLE —Deb-

orah Dee Zellers, 75, of Mar-
tinsville, passed away at 9 a.m.  

Wednesday, 
July 22, 2020, 
at her home.  

The funeral 
service is pri-
vate. Burial is 
in Ridgelawn 
Cemetery.  A 
drive through 

visitation is from 3 to 5 p.m. 
Monday, July 27, at Martins-
ville Bible Church. Greenwell 
Funeral Home is in charge of 
the arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Clark County 4-H 
Foundation, Martinsville Bible 
Church Mission Fund or Ca-
sey Saddle Club.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.    

RETHA WILHOIT  
MARTINSVILLE — Re-

tha Imogene Wilhoit, 89, of 
Martinsville, passed away at 

12:10 p.m. 
W e d n e s -
day, July 
22, 2020, at 
H e a r t l a n d 
N u r s i n g 
Center, Ca-
sey.

Services are private and 
burial is in Ridgelawn Cem-
etery. Greenwell Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Five Point Chris-
tian Church or Martinsville 
First Christian Church.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.    

SARAH TISCHER
Sarah Ann Tischer, 50, of 

Paris, passed away at 7:48 
p.m. Monday, July 13, 2020, at 
Twin Lakes Rehab & Health 
Care. She was a former em-
ployee of the Human Re-
sources Center of Paris for a 
number of years.

A graveside memorial ser-
vice is 2 p.m. Monday, July 
27, at Edgar Cemetery. Pastor 
Bill Duke will officiate and in-
terment follows. Templeton 

Funeral Home is in charge of 
arrangements.

Miss Tischer was born Dec. 
23, 1969, in Paris, the daughter 
of Paul Allen and Norma Faye 
Smith Tischer.

Survivors include her moth-
er, Norma Tischer of Paris; a 
brother, Randy E. Tischer of 
Paris; a sister, Pamela Tischer 
of Anna; several nieces and 
nephews; and an extended 
family of loving caregivers and 
residents at Twin Lakes Rehab 

& Health Care. 
She was preceded in death 

by her father.
Miss Tischer will be re-

membered as a friendly and 
good-natured person; a lov-
ing daughter, sister, aunt and 
friend.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Human Resourc-
es Center of Edgar and Clark 
Counties.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

JERRY SELF 
CASEY — Jerry Rolland 

Self, 69, of Casey, passed 
away at 8:53 p.m. EDT Tues-

day, July 
21, 2020, at 
C o m m u n i -
ty Hospital 
East, India-
napolis, Ind.   

 The ser-
vice is pri-

vate, and burial is in Casey 
Cumberland Cemetery. A 
public celebration of life is at 
a later date. Markwell Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Jerry Self Me-
morial Fund for C-W Youth.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com 

CARLA JACOBSEN
Carla Ann Jacobsen, 62 

of Paris, passed away at 9:48 
a.m. Friday, July 17, 2020, at 

her residence. 
She was the 
file clerk for 
Kroger in 
Paris for sev-
eral years.

A private 
family service 
will be held 

at Templeton Funeral Home. 
A public celebration of life for 
friends and family will be an-

nounced at a later date.
Mrs. Jacobsen was born July 

9, 1958, in Paris, the daughter 
of the late Carl M. and Mil-
dred A. Hiddle Jacobsen.

Survivors include two 
daughters, Minnie (Scott) 
Milam and Mamie Randall, 
both of Paris; eight grandchil-
dren, Logan Blair, Gwyneth 
Blair, Jacob Shelkey, Emma 
Shelkey, Ava Shelkey, Gareth 
Blair, Finley Dowers and Fox 
Milam, all of Paris, and one 
great-grandchild Emric Blair 
of Paris.  

Mrs. Jacobsen enjoyed 
gardening and spending 
time tending to her flow-
ers and plants.  She always 
looked forward to her Fri-
day night sleepovers with 
all of her grandchildren and 
loved spending time with her 
friends.  She also was a talent-
ed seamstress.

Memorial donations may 
be made to E.C.C.F., Inc. DO 
IT Fund.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

DONNA HACKER
WESTFIELD — Don-

na Ruth Shanks Hacker, 64, 
of Westfield, passed away at 

11:30 p.m.  
S u n d a y , 
March 22, 
2020, at her 
home. A me-
morial ser-
vice is 2 p.m. 
today, July 
25, at Salis-

bury Church, Hutton. A re-
ception immediately follows 
the service. Markwell Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to Salis-

bury Church Benevolence 
Fund. More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

BECKY FURNISH
GENEVA — Becky L. Fur-

nish, 63, of Geneva, passed 
away Friday, July 17, 2020, at 

Central DuP-
age Hospital, 
Winfield.

A funeral 
service and 
burial was 1 
p.m. Friday, 
July 24, at 
E m b a r r a s s 

Cemetery near Redmon. 
Visitation was from 3-7 p.m. 
Thursday, July 23, at Malone 
Funeral Home, 324 E. State 
St. (Route 38), Geneva. 
Due to the current health 
care restrictions involving 
COVID-19 and social dis-
tancing, we are limited to a 
gathering of 50 people at a 
time, standards of occupan-

cy will be upheld. To attend 
please be prepared to wear a 
mask and/or wait if occupan-
cy standards need to be met 
before entering.  

Mrs. Furnish was born 
Dec. 30, 1956, at Paris, the 
daughter of the late Clifford 
and Sally Reed Cunning-
ham.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Larry; two daughters, 
Sarah (Richard) Ricchio of 
Batavia and Emily (Derek) 
Rosen of Geneva; grand-
children Olivia, Giuliana 
and Grace; siblings Betha-
ny (Charlie) Hubbard and 
Buddy Cunningham, both of 
Paris. 

She was preceded in death 
by her siblings Belinda Bates 
and Devona Cunningham.

Mrs. Furnish taught 14 

years at Queen Bee School 
and 27 years in the Geneva 
School District. She selfless-
ly volunteered her time to 
local organizations through-
out the Fox Valley area. She 
loved to travel and instilled in 
her daughters that collecting 
memories will outlast every-
thing else. She had formed 
beautiful relationships with 
friends, and she loved all the 
time spent with them. She 
was a beloved Nana to her 
three little ‘buddies’ whom 
she cherished every day. She 
lives on in them. She will be 
dearly missed.

Memorial donations may 
be made to AID, 309 New 
Indian Trail Court, Aurora, 
Illinois 60506.

Online condolences at 
www.malonefh.com.

ALVIN FREE
Alvin E. Free, 86, of Paris, 

passed away at 2:30 a.m. EDT 
Saturday, July 18, 2020, at the 

Gibson Fam-
ily Center for 
Hospice Care, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. He was 
retired after 
more than 20 
years with J.I. 
Case Compa-

ny of Danville.
Private burial is in Edgar 

Cemetery. Visitation was from 
2 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 21, 
at Templeton Funeral Home, 
with the family present after 5 
p.m.  

Mr. Free was born Oct. 18, 
1933, in Bowden, N.D., the son 
of the late Leo Free Sr., and Ida 
Knodet Free. He married Sha-
ron Whitney Wiseman April 
22, 2004, at South Bend, Ind., 
and she survives.

Other survivors include four 
children, Dale Free of Texas, 
Starla Redmon of Paris, Steve 
(Barb) Free of Paris and Terry 
(Karen) Free of Robinson; a 
brother, Douglas Free of Syd-
ney, Mont.; a sister, Patty Rex-
ine of Chandler, Ariz.; three 
grandchildren, Ashley (Jarod) 
Dick of Paris, Breanne (Ova) 
Lindsey of Paris and Charla 
(Kevin) Cline of Terre Haute; 
three great-grandchildren, 

Ethan and Logan Dick both of 
Paris and Collin Cline of Terre 
Haute; and several nieces and 
nephews. 

He was preceded in death by 
four brothers, Leroy Free, Leo 
Free Jr., Robert Free and Dal-
las Free; and an infant brother, 
Kenneth Free.

Mr. Free was a member of 
the former United Pentecostal 
Church of Paris for many years. 
He enjoyed gathering hickory 
nuts and walnuts for baking 
and was an avid fisherman.

Memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of the do-
nor’s choice.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

BRYAN FRANCIS
MARSHALL — Bryan 

R. Francis, 53, of Marshall, 
passed away Friday, July 17, 

2020.
A private 

family ser-
vice is at a 
later date. 
A public 
v i s i t a t i o n 
was from 
noon to 2 

p.m.  Tuesday, July 21, at 
Pearce Funeral Home, with 
COVID-19 guidelines fol-
lowed.   

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

WANDA DAGLEY
Wanda Jean Dagley, 88, of 

Paris, passed away Wednesday, 
July 22, 2020, at Carle Hospi-

tal, Urbana. 
A graveside 

service is lim-
ited to imme-
diate family 
only. Stewart 
and Car-
roll Funeral 
Home is as-

sisting with the arrangements.
Mrs. Dagley was born Jan. 

24, 1932, in Paris, the daugh-
ter of the late Victor and Ruby 
Cameron. She married Robert 
Gene Dagley Dec. 23, 1951, 
and he preceded her in death 

Jan. 10, 1974.   
She is survived by her three 

children, Thomas Dagley, Jo-
seph Dagley and Jean-Ann 
Dagley; a grandson; Wil Dag-
ley; and her love and compan-
ion of 30 years, Richard “Harv” 
Feger. 

Mrs. Dagley was a devot-
ed wife, mother and grand-
mother. She enjoyed trips with 
family and her home 

Memorials may be made to 
a charity of the donor’s choice.

Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home is assisting with arrange-
ments.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.
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We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

During the current coro-
navirus pandemic, the So-
cial Security Administration 
continues to provide help to 
you and other people in your 
communities, according to 
Jack Myers, Social Security 
Public Affairs Specialist.  

“While our offices are not 
providing service to walk-in 
visitors due to COVID-19, 
we remain ready and able 
to help you by phone with 
most Social Security busi-
ness,” he said.  Those need-
ing assistance can speak with 
a representative by calling 
their local Social Security 
office or the National 800 

Number.  You can find local 
office phone numbers online 
by using our Social Security 
Office Locator at www.ssa.
gov/locator. 

Many secure and conve-
nient online services at www.
ssa.gov/onlineservices, are 
offered online including:
nApply for Retirement, 

Disability, and Medicare 
benefits;
nCheck the status of an 

application or appeal;
nRequest a replacement 

Social Security card (in most 
areas);
nPrint a benefit verifica-

tion letter; and 
nMuch more.
Although most of business 

can be completed online, 
Myers said that service chan-
nel isn’t right for everyone.  

“You can still count on us 
by phone.  If you have a crit-
ical situation and we cannot 
help you with by phone or 
online, we may be able to 
schedule an appointment for 
you,” he said.

Myers urged those who 
need help to not to wait un-
til they can visit an office in 
person.  

“Call us now and get the 
help you need,” he noted.  
“We also understand that 
getting medical and other 
documentation can be diffi-
cult due to the pandemic, so 
we are continuing to extend 

Social security services available
certain deadlines wherever 
possible.”

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?



Editor, The Prairie Press:
Some weeks ago, in a letter to the editor, a 

woman questioned how any Christian could 
vote for President Trump.   My response to her 
is “How can any true Christian NOT vote for 
Trump?

President Trump believes in law and order 
as do Christians.  God’s world is not a world 
of chaos, but of order. Yet, Democrats let their 
cities burn and innocents be murdered this 
summer without lifting a hand to prevent it and 
released without penalty those few who were 
arrested.  President Trump has repeatedly of-
fered government help to stop the violence, but 
has been repeatedly turned down, and when 
more federal agents were sent to Portland to 
protect federal property, they were called storm 
troopers by Nancy Pelosi.

President Trump protects the rights of 
Christians to believe in God and to practice 
their belief free of the intervention of govern-
ment as is guaranteed by the Constitution. 
He has appointed well over a hundred judges 
and two justices to the Supreme Court, all of 
whom believe in following the Constitution 
and protecting the rights of Americans. Liberal 
judges most often use their own political bias to 
pass judgments rather than following the actual 
words of the Constitution. 

President Trump believes, as do most Chris-
tians, that without borders there is no country. 
Democrats want everyone, criminals, gang 
members, drug dealers, human traffickers, and 
the poor to simply walk into this country ille-
gally and be immediately supported by working 
Americans.

President Trump loves America as do most 
Christians.  While recognizing the faults of its 
past, they see these faults as the growing pains 
of a young nation.  They and he believe that 
this country was established under God with 
God-given freedoms that the government 
cannot take away. President Trump believes 
in America, and he has brought back busi-
nesses and negotiated trade agreements that 
are fairer to America.  He seeks to protect our 
monuments and our history, while Democrats 
support those who want to destroy it all.

President Trump, despite his bluster, is a 
generous man. For example, before he became 
president, the limo he was riding in got a flat 
tire.  A passing motorist stopped and helped 
change the tire. Soon after, the good Samaritan 
got a notice from his bank that Donald Trump 
had paid off his mortgage.  Christians under-
stand generosity because they themselves are 
the most giving people in the world.

President Trump frequently confers at the 
White House with ministers, both black and 
white, asking what their communities and the 
Christian community need to prosper. And he 
follows their advice.

No man knows the soul of another, but 
we are taught to judge men by their actions, 
and President Trump’s actions prove that he 
is God’s man for this time in America.  Does 
he have faults?  All men do.  Even King David, 
a man after God’s own heart, was both an 
adulterer and a murderer. If God used only the 
saints among us, who could he use?

Jane Witmer,
Paris
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Even in our small towns and county, rudeness and self-entitlement evident
Civility.
The act, if not the word, has been 

conspicuously absent when America 
needed it most in 2020.

We’re not talking about cursing 
celebrities and pushy politicians exe-
cuting a grim backstroke in the cess-
pool of social media. Unfortunately, 
the stench from that trickles down 
and flourishes repulsively among 
ordinary citizens — including those 
in our rural county. 

Don’t believe us? Simply go to The 
Prairie Press home page on Face-
book and check out the discussion 
about the IESA canceling fall sports 
for middle school and junior high 
school students. Here’s the thing: 
Readers won’t see the worst of the 
complaints on both sides of the 

discussion — and we use that word 
loosely.  The worst is blocked out 
because we have drawn a line in the 
sand about language and intimida-
tion. 

This editorial subject was suggest-
ed by one of our readers and retired 
school teacher Sharon Wright, who 
witnessed two instances of verbal 
abuse while shopping.

Those who have been to any of the 
big box stores or grocery stores since 
Monday, know a mask is required to 
enter. Unfortunately, the employee 
charged with the “you need a mask” 

job is usually an older woman or 
a teenager. The employee doesn’t 
deserve the abuse and anyone who 
thinks they are going shopping 
anywhere in the U.S. has to realize 
masks are now required. 

What has happened to us? More 
chilling, what might happen?

Surely, our parents didn’t rear us 
all as children to become grasping, 
self-entitled, rude adults. We’re bet-
ter than that.

At least, we can be.
We’ve written about the subject of 

civility several times.  As we revisit 
some of those words on this page 
today, it is in the hope that we can 
again take them to heart, and put the 
advice into practice as we continue 
to stumble through our new normal.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Where is our civility?

Christians: vote Trump
YOUR VIEW

We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  a letter, please 
include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
limit it to 500 words. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the 
topic (preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments. 
We reserve the right to edit letters or to not publish certain letters or guest columns. 

HAVE YOUR SAY

BY MAIL/IN PERSON: 
The Prairie Press
Attn: Letters to the Editor
101 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944

BY EMAIL:  
nzeman@prairiepress.net
BY FAX: 217-921-3309
QUESTIONS? Call 217-921-3216

Many public health pro-
fessionals and politicians are 
urging or requiring citizens 
to wear face 
masks to 
help slow 
the spread 
of corona-
virus.

Some 
Ameri-
cans have 
refused, 
wrongly 
claiming 
mask 
decrees violate the Consti-
tution. 

Speaking as a constitu-
tional law scholar, these 
objections are nonsense.

It is not always clear why 
anti-maskers think govern-
ment orders requiring face 
coverings in public spaces or 
those put in place by private 
businesses violate their 
constitutional rights, much 
less what they think those 
rights are. But most of the 
mistaken objections fall into 
two categories:
nMandatory masks vi-

olate the First Amendment 
right to speech, assembly 
and especially association.
nMandatory masks vio-

late a person’s constitutional 
right to liberty and to make 
decisions about their own 
health and bodily integrity.

The 1905 case of Jacob-
sen v. Massachusetts shows 
why mask mandates don’t 
violate any constitutional 
right to privacy or health or 
bodily integrity. In that case, 
the Supreme Court upheld 
a smallpox vaccination 
requirement in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.

The court said that the 
vaccination requirement did 
not violate Jacobsen’s right 
to liberty or “the inherent 
right of every freeman to 
care for his own body and 
health in such way as to him 
seems best.”

As the court wrote, 
“There are manifold 
restraints to which every 
person is necessarily subject 
for the common good. On 
any other basis, organized 
society could not exist with 
safety to its members.”

The Supreme Court has 
consistently ruled states 
can act if the restrictions 
advance a compelling state 
interest and do so in the 
least restrictive manner. A 
pandemic transmitted by as-
ymptomatic carriers justifies 
a wide range of reasonable 
restrictions.

(John E. Finn is a professor 
emeritus of government at 
Wesleyan University. This was 
written for The Conversation, 
a nonprofit news service.)

Masks don’t 
violate rights

JOHN
FINN
GUEST  
COLUMN

One of the most politically 
powerful entities in this state, 
ComEd, has basically admitted 

bribing the most 
politically pow-
erful person in 
this state, House 
Speaker Michael 
Madigan, and 
agreed to pay 
$200 million and 
continue cooper-
ating with federal 
investigators for 
at least the next 
three years.

And, yet, Madigan himself 
was not charged, although he 
was finally served with federal 
subpoenas the same day ComEd's 
"deferred prosecution agreement" 
with the feds was announced.

If it wasn't clear before (and it 
should've been), it's completely 
obvious now that the US Attor-
ney for the Northern District, 
John Lausch, wants to take 
down the longest-serving House 
Speaker in history. But first, the 
prosecutor may need some folks 
to flip on Madigan or find a paper 
trail that leads directly to Madi-
gan's door.

Right now, the federal govern-
ment has recordings or witness 
accounts of people close to 
Madigan demanding or at least 
soliciting favors on the speaker's 
behalf - everything from intern-
ships in Madigan's ward, to a 
ComEd corporate board seat for a 
Madigan pal.

However, as former federal 
prosecutor, 2018 Democratic at-
torney general candidate and cable 
TV legal analyst Renato Mariotti 
wrote on Twitter: "proving that 
ComEd was involved in a scheme 
to bribe Madigan is different than 
proving that Madigan knowingly 
participated in the scheme."

Some of the folks close to 
Madigan may never flip. Mike 

McClain, Madigan's closest con-
fidante for decades and ComEd's 
former top lobbyist/consultant, 
indicated to WBEZ that he won't 
ever cooperate and, knowing him 
as I have over the years, I tend to 
believe him.

But others might crack under 
pressure.

One Madigan associate was 
allegedly paid millions by ComEd 
to hire Madigan's pals who did 
little to no work. A law firm close 
to Madigan saw its billable hours 
reduced by ComEd and Madi-
gan's people allegedly put the arm 
on the company to make the firm 
whole.

As for Madigan, his office 
claimed in a statement that he 
has never asked anyone to hire a 
no-show worker, nor did he ever 
"expect to provide anything to a 
prospective employer if it should 
choose to hire a person he recom-
mended."

"He has never made a legis-
lative decision with improper 
motives and has engaged in no 
wrongdoing here," the statement 
claimed.

ComEd got some truly huge 
bills passed while it was provid-
ing all that largesse to Madigan's 
organization, but someone telling 
the company a request was for 
Madigan is different than proving 
Madigan ordered it to happen.

Even so, the depth and breadth 
of Madigan's apparent influence 
over ComEd was spectacular and 
the lengths to which the company 
would go to pass its legislation 
through Madigan's House was 
mind-boggling. I mean, who gives 
up a corporate board seat like 
that unless they badly needed 
something done and figured it 
would work?

Gov. JB Pritzker quickly 
announced that Madigan should 
resign if the allegations were true. 
But that didn't prompt much 

of an outpouring by Madigan's 
House Democratic members.

I reached out to three dozen of 
Madigan's 73 members to ask for 
comment. Most didn't respond. 
Some declined to talk. A few 
issued non-committal statements.

But two did follow Pritzker's 
line about what should happen 
next.

"These allegations are very 
serious and we must be consistent 
in our efforts to respect the public 
trust that is given to us by our res-
idents and the people of Illinois," 
Rep. Stephanie Kifowit (D-Oswe-
go) told me. "If the allegations are 
true, then he must be held to the 
same standard we have held other 
former elected officials in our 
chamber and resign."

"The conduct alleged is out-
rageous, and comes at the end 
of a long chain of unacceptable 
breaches of the public trust not 
unlike the pattern of 'lather, rinse, 
repeat I referenced a few years ago 
in discussing the allegations of 
sexual harassment in his office," 
said Rep. Kelly Cassidy (D-Chi-
cago) about Madigan. "I agree 
with the Governor. If any of these 
allegations are true and Speaker 
Madigan or those closest to him 
are involved, then he must resign."

But it will take more than two 
angry members to force Madigan 
out without a federal indictment.

Keep an eye on the growing 
ranks of young, progressive 
House Democrats. They held 
their fire the day this all came out, 
but they don't rely on Madigan's 
campaign or patronage help like 
many of his suburban, downstate 
and older members do. If they 
do ever break against him, things 
could start changing in a hurry.

(Rich Miller is the editor of the 
Capitol Fax blog and newsletter, 
which he has been publishing for 
more than 20 years. His email is 
capitolfax@gmail.com.)

Pressure mounts on Madigan

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL 
FAX

As one who scribbles largely about things 
Illinois, I feel almost obligated to observe on the 
bombshell (certainly for the small fraternity that 

follows Illinois politics) news 
that utility ComEd has agreed 
to pay a $200 million fine for 
bribery of Illinois officials. The 
announcement by the U.S. 
attorney’s office in Chicago 
identifies Illinois House 
Speaker Mike Madigan.as the 
ultimate object of the bribery. 

Some background: Madi-
gan has been speaker of the 
House for most of the past 
four decades. During that time, 

he has accrued almost dictatorial powers. He 
can block any legislation —any bill whatever — 
with the wave of his pinkie finger. By the way, 
during those four decades, Illinois has built up 
so much debt, obligations and unpaid bills that 
we have the worst credit rating of any state in 
the nation, and another tax increase is on the 
ballot this fall.

A utility regulated by the state of Illinois, 
ComEd supplies electricity to 70 percent of our 
state’s households. It simply has to have Mike 
Madigan’s blessing to increase electric rates and 
buck up its bottom line.

Bruce Rauner failed as governor (2015-
2018), yet he was spectacularly successful in 
using his millions in TV ads to paint Mike 
Madigan across the state as the Wanted Poster 
caricature of the evil, corrupt Chicago political 
boss. I have seen reputable polls that say Illinois 
voters who know nothing about politics do in-
deed know and dislike Mike Madigan, and that 
most of them would vote against a candidate 
associated with him.

Affiliation with Mike Madigan was already 
costly. Candidates associated with Madigan 
must spend more than would otherwise 
be needed, the cash generally provided by 
Madigan, in order to counter attacks about their 
Madigan connections. This past week, these 
costs just shot up.

Madigan’s 
last hurrah

See NOWLAN, Page 7A

JIM
NOWLAN
ILLINOIS 
PERSPECTIVE
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Attention
The 2020 Edgar County 4-H 

Fair Results
will be published on 

Saturday, August 15, 2020
in a special section of the

This will be a great opportunity to say 
“Thank You” to the businesses and 

individuals who purchased auction items 
the 2020 4-H Fair or recognizing your 

4-Her for a job well done!

Call Cliff Macke at 217-712-0427 
or Nancy Zeman at 573-289-3694

Deadline to participate 
is August 7, 2020 

at 5 p.m.!

1/8 page: $35
1/4 page: $50

Color is FREE!
Add your picture for no extra charge!

As a result of the federal 
prosecutor’s bribery rev-
elations, 15 members of 
Madigan’s House Democratic 
caucus publicly asked Madi-
gan to step down as speaker, 
“if the allegations are true.” 
Except for pinning the tail on 
the donkey — Madigan — 
how can the allegations not be 
true? ComEd has stipulated 
that they are true!

Why in the world would 
ComEd ever put itself at risk of 
bribery charges if the company 
weren’t pressured to do so by 
Mike Madigan? 

And think of the excruciat-
ing dilemma for all Democrat-
ic candidates in Illinois. Can 
they afford to accept campaign 
contributions from Madigan, 
who controls almost all the 
party’s campaign cash hoard 
of $22 million? If they do, they 
will be pilloried by GOPers. 
But what do they do without 
it? Will billionaire Gov. J. B. 
Pritzker replace the money. 
After all, he has also called for 
Madigan to step down. 

My insider friends say that 
Madigan will, yet again, be 
able to weather this storm; that 
Dems will back him, and the 
feds may not be able to prove 
that Madigan personally ben-
efited from the millions spent 
by ComEd to earn his blessing 
for their legislation. I disagree 
about the speaker weathering 
the storm. 

The optics of the ComEd 
bribery and Madigan shake-
down scheme are breathtak-
ing, at least an order of mag-
nitude more brazen that your 

typical corruption. ComEd 
continued to pay the best man 
at Madigan’s wedding (lobby-
ist Mike McClain) hundreds 
of thousands annually, even 
after the company declared 
he was no longer lobbying for 
them. 

Madigan even demanded 
— talk about brassy — that 
ComEd place one of his 
political friends on their board 
of directors. And they did! 
Think of the chill that must 
send down the spines of CEOs 
who might want to set up shop 
in Illinois.

Any legal actions against 
Madigan are in the future, yet 
I predict the court of public 
opinion will indict, try and 
send Madigan packing in the 
coming year. Even Dems, cer-
tainly the younger ones, want 
to put the speaker, who is also 
chair of the state party, behind 
them after half a century and 
move on.

Republican leaders don’t 
want Madigan to go away any-
time soon. They want him — 
and Dem candidates connect-

ed with him — to twist in the 
wind. If voters can’t connect 
the dots between ComEd 
bribery money and Madigan 
power, GOP candidates will 
do so for them.

Assuming Madigan is 
elected to a 26th term(!) in 
November, he would seek 
the support of his caucus to 
be elected speaker yet again. 
Without those 15 lawmakers 
who asked Madigan to step 
down — and more likely to 
follow suit — he would not 
receive a majority vote of the 
House. Think how awkward it 
would be for House members 
to backtrack in the caucus 
on their demand that he step 
down.

I predict Madigan will 
resign in December, rather 
than be denied the speaker-
ship. This will give Gov. JB 
Pritzker an open field to take 
over leadership of the Illinois 
Democratic Party.

(Jim Nowlan is the lead 
co-author, with J. Thomas John-
son, of “Fixing Illinois: Politics 
and Policy in the Prairie State.”)

NOWLAN
FROM PAGE 6A

The superintendent em-
phasized parents must real-
ize that although the district 
is working hard to disinfect 
and clean classrooms, play-
grounds, desks, cafeterias, 
bathrooms and other school 
facilities, “We cannot guar-
antee 100 percent their 
child won’t be exposed to 
COVID-19,” Larson said.

If a child or teacher in a 
self-contained classroom tests 
positive for COVID-19, Lar-
son said the child, teacher and 
everyone in that classroom 
will be required to stay home 
for two weeks. 

“The first thing we do is call 
the health department, and 
they will do the contact trac-
ing,” he said.

Students sent home for 
quarantine will use the re-
mote lessons and worksheet 
selected by the district. Each 
student must have five hours 
of instruction a day.

Remote learning will in-

clude online lessons from 
Edgenuity, and students will 
receive a letter grade based 
upon their performance. 
Teachers will send instruc-
tional material home with 
students. Instructional sup-
port personnel designated 
only for remote students 
will be housed in the school 
board offices on Eads Ave-
nue to meet with or provide 
support to any struggling stu-
dents.

Larson explained the 
school board and administra-
tion sought public input for 
the development of this plan 
through surveys, hosting pub-
lic hearings, meetings with 
the hospital, local health de-
partment, city, first respond-
ers and teachers. 

“Our goal was to provide all 
stakeholders an opportunity 
to share their thoughts and 
provide options for families 
to ensure their child is safe 
and receiving a quality educa-
tion,” he said.

The school district has put 
several measures in place in 

the effort to protect the stu-
dents, teachers, administra-
tors and staff members. These 
include:
Wall mounted thermom-

eters have been placed in the 
entry ways for a quick read 
of student temperatures. Any 
student with a fever will be 
sent home to ensure the safe-
ty of their classmates.
Students must wear face 

masks. The school will pro-
vide a reusable face mask 
for all students, and parents 
should purchase reusable face 
masks for their children as 
part of their back-to-school 
preparations.
The Illinois State Board 

of Education (ISBE) recog-
nizes school facilities cannot 
always accommodate appro-
priate social distancing. “We 
will do our best to space stu-
dents out within our capacity. 
Students will not be spaced 
out six feet at all times,” the 
superintendent said.
The school district has 

purchased disinfectant spray-
ers to spray classrooms, cafe-

terias, playgrounds and other 
rooms. Rooms and surfaces 
will be regularly cleaned.
The school district has 

purchased stations to place 
around the school and in 
classrooms to provide fre-
quent access to hand sanitizer. 
All water fountains have 

been replaced with bottle dis-
pensers, so students may fill 
their water bottles without 
touching the fountain. 
No visitors are allowed 

into the schools during the 
school day. This includes par-
ents, PERK mentors and oth-
er outside groups. 
ISBE requires remote 

learning for the 2020-2021 
school year to be five clock 
hours of instruction per a 
day. Parents that commit to 
remote learning should be ex-
pected to keep their child on 
remote learning for five hours 
each school day.

Larson said students will 
be assigned seats in the cafe-
teria and some students will 
be eating their meals in the 
gym. Students will be seated 
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Representatives from 
Ameren Illinois attended the 
Edgar County Board study 
session Monday, July 20, to 
brief board members about the 
construction of a high-voltage 
transmission line across the 
county’s southern townships.

Project manager Jim Jontry 
said the heavy traffic on rural 
roads will start easing now 
since the last of the 197 con-
crete foundations are poured. 

“My philosophy is to get the 
foundation work done as fast 
as possible because it is the 
most impactful,” said Jontry. 
“I want them (the concrete 
trucks) gone as fast as a I can.”

Completion of the founda-
tions, however, does not mean 
an end to truck traffic. The con-
tractor is currently hauling steel 
components for the poles and 
towers that will support the 
power lines. Jontry anticipated 
erection of some towers to start 
by the end of the week, if the 
weather permits. 

Hauling of the structural 
components is expected to 
continue through the end of 
September. The stringing of 
the lines follows and the goal is 
to have the lines energized and 
carrying electricity sometime 
in October.

Board member John Chit-
tick voiced concern about the 
need to close roads for string-

ing the line during harvest sea-
son.

“Residents need to know 
when roads are likely to be 
closed,” said Chittick. “It is go-
ing to be frustrating for some-
body with equipment that 
can’t easily back up or turn 
around to come on a closed 
road and have to sit there for 
an hour.”

Jontry said road closings 
will likely be rare and of brief 
duration since helicopters are 
used for stringing the power 
lines. 

Leah Dettmers, Specialist 
Stakeholder Relations, said 
information about antici-
pated closings can be posted 
through Ameren’s social me-

dia with links to the county’s 
online presence.

Board member Karl Farn-
ham Jr. revisited an issue from 
a month ago when a heavy rain 
floated the contractor’s heavy 
timbers off site and blocked a 
stream causing flooding. He 
said the contractor did not 
wait for conditions to dry be-
fore resuming work resulting 
in unnecessary damage to 
both public infrastructure and 
private property.

“That’s damage that’s going 
to be there for several years,” 
said Farnham.

Adding, he recently drove 
through the work area and 
found places where the con-
tractor is still not using planks 

Ameren says worst of transmission line construction project is over
for heavy equipment to cross 
ditches.

“You need to make sure 
the people working for you 
are not abusing the roads of 
Edgar County or the rights of 
the people of Edgar County,” 
Farnham said.

Jontry replied there are 
weekly meetings with the 
subcontractors emphasizing 
safety issues, and Ameren is 
working closely with the Ed-
gar County Highway Depart-
ment to document damage 
and schedule repairs. 

In another matter, Edgar 
County Chief Deputy Dereck 
Weston anticipates returning 
inmates to the jail during the 
final week of July. He noted 

some details are still being 
worked out, and the correc-
tions officers are taking train-
ing for certification in food 
handling in order to feed in-
mates. The jail will only hold 
males. Any female inmates 
will continue to be housed at 
the Clark County Jail. 

Weston also discussed mea-
sures related to COVID-19 
protections at the jail such as 
sealing off the dispatch area 
from the rest of the facility. He 
said all people getting booked 
into the jail have their tem-
perature taken and masks are 
available. 

“We have taken a couple 
of people for testing,” Weston 
said. 

in groups of 50.
One of the superinten-

dent’s biggest concerns is the 
mental health of the students 
and teachers — and commu-
nity.

“School is a place of com-
munity,” Larson noted. “I’m 

concerned we’re losing that 
sense. Students find their 
community not only in the 
classroom but in activities in-
cluding sports, art, band, cho-
rus, drama and other clubs. I 
don’t want them to lose their 
sense of belonging.”

Shiloh School’s classroom 
schedule is divided between 
e-learning on Mondays and 
in-person instruction Tuesday 
through Friday. Classes will 
be dismissed at 2:05 p.m. so 
teachers can prepare e-learning 
materials.

“We think there’s a very 
strong possibility school will 
go back to total e-learning be-
fore Christmas, and we want to 
have practice,” said Hall.

Parents may also choose 
to pursue completely remote 
learning or strike out on their 
own and homeschool.

Students learning remote-
ly will check in online for five 
hours of worksheets and re-
corded or streamed lectures 
every day. New material will be 
introduced slowly to build stu-
dents’ comfort level, but grades 
and GPAs will apply just like a 

normal school year. 
Harbaugh and teacher Amy 

Kincaid said if they opt for this, 
parents must be able to engage 
with both their kids and the 
teachers to keep everything 
running smoothly. Kincaid 
added teachers will be as flexi-
ble and available as possible for 
families but reminded every-
one they are not superhuman.

“I think the way we’re think-
ing of it is…if you choose the 
e-learning option, it’s not going 
to work for you to get home 
from work at four and start 
helping your child with school 
‘til 10,” said Kincaid.

The biggest remote learning 
issue is Internet connection. 
Hall is in communication with 
the school’s network provider, 
Metro Communications, and 
Verizon to assist rural families 
with connectivity.

Teacher Sue Biddle asked 
the board what the criteria is 
for closing classes and going 

entirely to remote learning. Hall 
replied a closure could be man-
dated by the Illinois State Board 
of Education (ISBE), necessi-
tated by a spike of local cases or 
forced by a staff shortage if three 
to four teachers fell ill.

The final option, homes-
chooling, is completely sepa-
rate from Shiloh School. No 
e-learning resources will be 
provided, students cannot par-
ticipate in school sports and 
must take a test before moving 
to the next grade.

Registration for the 2020-
2021 school year opens online 
the last week of July, and face-
to-face appointments are avail-
able for those without reliable 
Internet on Monday, Aug. 3 
and Tuesday, Aug. 4. 

To keep everything orderly, 
parents are discouraged from 
changing schooling plans until 
the first semester is over.

The board also:
Approved the executive 

SHILOH
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session minutes of June 15 and 
July 13. 
Approved the semi-annu-

al review of executive session 
minutes without release. 
Approved employment of 

Theresa Sisk as the new assis-
tant junior high girls softball 
coach.

Not advertising is like  
blowing kisses in the dark. 

You know what you’re doing,  
but no one else does!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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IWD - Trash Service
Peterson’s - Big Randy and Penny - armbands

Willett Carpentry - Dan Willett
Gopher Pools and Excavating - Casey Bogue

Long Branch - Brad Eastem
Tingley Roofing - John Tingley

Owen Motor Sports
Clear Talk - Use of radios on the ride

Knight Insurance and Goose Creek Guns - 
Lucas and Brooke Knight

Edgar County Shrine Club
Joey Tibbs - 22 rounds - flag

Bob and Georgia Colvin
Grandville and Danielle Colvin

John Wood Trucking
Thompsons Motorsports

John Fox - Chip of the Block Woodworking

Blake Gough and Cody Adams, Terri Quinn and 
Vickie Brown, Cathy Macke, Queen Teresa Twigg

Coach Clod and the PHS Football boys
Coach Brinkley and the PHS Basketball boys

Jake Henson - Cooking
Shannon Quinn and Rick Todd - Trash Toters

Paul Ricketts and Chip Keys - coolers
Donnie Rowe

ECCF
Marc East and the Side by Side Shenanigans 

for arranging the trail ride
Nancy Secondino

Brad and Angie Adams
Chris and Patty Brewington

Chad and Lisa Cornwell
Janet Mason

Friends of Edgar County Law Enforcement
Law Enforcement Officers and their 

significant others

Edgar County Edgar County Supports Supports 
our Law Enforcementour Law Enforcement
Thanks to everyone who made 

the July 18 UTV ride 
overwhelming success!

Friends of Edgar County Law Enforcement

PUBLIC ESTATE AUCTION
2-Bedroom/1-Bath 1 ½ Story Home in Town • 66 x 122 City Lot • 1 ½ Car Detached 

Garage • 10 x 10 Portable Building • Poulan 42” Riding Lawn Mower • Lrg Assort 
Lawn/Garden Tools • Wicker Furniture • Weber Outdoor Grill • Lrg Assort Shop/
Carpenter Tools & Toolboxes • Craftsman Snowblower • Taurus .22 cal Semi Auto 

Pistol & Ammo • Gold Jewelry & Costume • SS Appliances • Glassware • Coca Cola 
Memorabilia & Advertising Items • Old Box Cameras • Doll House w/Accessories • 
Antiques & Collectibles • Furniture • Lrg Assort Holiday Décor • Bedding/Quilts/

Linens • Vintage Spencer Ind. H.S. Memorabilia • Vinyl Records • Assorted Fine 
Clothing Apparel (Men’s Tux/Ladies Formal) • IND. Pacer’s Jacket • Memorabilia • 
Sterling Silver Items (Wallace Bros, Rogers Silver Co, Berkshire)  • Sm Appliances • 
Household Items • Sewing Machines/Craft Supplies/Storage Units • Old Masonic/

Shriner Items • Victorian Dolls • Farm & Country Wall Art • “HillBilly” Items
Auction Location: 908 E Pine St. Marshall, IL. 62441 -- GPS – 39.390400, -87.691036

Auction Date & Time:  Saturday, August 15, 2020 at 9AM (CST)
Sellers:  The Late Harley & Donna McKittrick, Estate – David B. Baughn, Executor

Personal Property Preview:  Friday, August 14, 2020 – 3pm - 6pm (CST)
Real Estate Open House: Sunday, July 26, 2020 from 1-3pm or by appointment anytime

For Terms, Photo’s, Sale Flyer go to: www.ucmarshall.com 
Auctioneers Note: This is a very nice estate filled with a large assortment of advertising,

 memorabilia, antiques & collectible items. We are honored to conduct the Public Estate Auction 
for the McKittrick’s. We will be running two rings, and with the State of Illinois Covid-19 rules & 

regulations, it is advised to please wear a mask and maintain “Social Distancing”. The house will 
sell first at 9am then we will sell the appliances and then the portable building. You have to provide 
your Illinois FOID card to purchase the pistol and ammo. This will be approximately a 4.0 hour sale, 
so come on out and bring a friend and enjoy your auction experience. Food (by some of our Amish 

friends) and restrooms will be available the day of the auction.

 

 

545 N. 9th St. • Clinton, IN

Join us for 
lunch or dinner!

MON-SAT   11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Serving the finest food in 
“Little Italy Town”

BEST ITALIAN BEEF IN THE 
WABASH VALLEY!

Curbside available - Call we’ll have it ready for you.

765-832-3130

NOW HIRING servers and kitchen positions. 
Apply Monday through Thursday.

arrives back in Griffin’s office. 
A panel of three election judg-
es will compare the signature 
on the security envelope plus 
confirm other measures in 
place to verify they are dealing 
with a legitimate document. 
Once the judges are satisfied 
everything is valid, they will 
remove the ballot and insert 
it into a tabulating machine 
dedicated just to mail-in bal-
lots. Griffin anticipates having 
the judges in his office twice 
a week to process the mailed 
ballots.

The voter rolls will be up-
dated to show an elector has 
voted by mail to prevent any 
double voting. Griffin’s office 
is also required to record how 
many mail-in ballots were 
requested, how many were 
mailed and how many were 
returned.

“From my point of view, I 
don’t know how much more 
we can do to make it safe,” 
said Griffin. “I am confident 
in the system. We have been 
doing it this way forever.”

SB 1863 authorizes the use 
of drop boxes and curbside 
delivery to receive ballots. 
Griffin is aware that county 
clerks in the more populated 
areas are planning to use drop 
boxes, but he is not.

“I don’t have the funds for 
it, and I don’t have a way to 
keep it secure,” he said. 

The state is supposed to re-
imburse counties for the addi-
tional expenses mandated by 
SB 1863, and Griffin plans to 
seek payment for the expense 
of hiring Liberty Systems, 
purchasing another tabulator 
just for the mail-in ballots and 
the extra costs for mailing.

Voting by mail offers peo-
ple the safest way to vote be-
cause it eliminates the need to 
stand in line or be around oth-
er people in a polling place. 
Another option is early vot-
ing at the courthouse, which 
starts Sept. 24. 

Polling places will be open 
throughout Edgar County on 
election day Nov. 3 for people 
who want to vote in person. 
That is the plan now, but it 
is not known if there will be 
enough poll workers to staff 
all locations. Poll workers 
tend to be retired people who 
can commit all day from early 
morning until early evening. 
Those people are also among 
the high-risk group for se-
rious consequences from a 
COVID-19 infection. 

“I haven’t heard anything 
from poll workers yet, and I 
probably won’t until I send 
out reminders,” said Griffin. 
“I would completely under-
stand if any of the judges are 
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minimum of 51% of landown-
ers and electors to derail the 
ambulance service. It is not 
sufficient to have one petition 
achieve the 51% mark and the 
other fall short.

Any opponents to creating 
the special service area and the 
accompanying tax of 20 cents 
on the $100 of assessed valu-
ation must get 1,390 property 
owners and 1,110 of the regis-
tered voters to sign

NECAS
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concerned about the virus. 
Their health is the first pri-
ority.”

Griffin is looking for 
more election judges to 
create a bigger pool of vol-
unteers to keep the polls 
open. More information 
about serving is available 
by calling the clerk’s office 
at 466-7447.

Should it develop there 
are not enough workers to 
staff a polling place, Griffin 
can declare an emergency 
situation and move voting 
from that location on elec-
tion day to the courthouse.

Griffin is still working on 
safety plans for the polling 
places. He said the polls 
will be set up to allow for 
social distancing, although 
he is not sure how well that 
can be enforced outside 
the building if a line forms 
while people wait to vote. 

He also plans to strongly 
encourage everyone work-
ing at the polls and voters 
to wear masks for every-
body’s safety.

“Most people in Edgar 
County are pretty con-
siderate,” said Griffin “I 
would expect that (wear-
ing masks).”

Hand sanitizer will be in 
ample supply at the polling 
places. Anheuser-Busch is 
donating hand sanitizer to 
every election authority in 
the state. Griffin said Ed-
gar County is scheduled to 
receive 10 one-gallon bot-
tles, and he will have 300 
smaller pump bottles for 
use in the polling places. 

“Voting by mail and ear-
ly voting is the way to go,” 
said Griffin.

“The clock starts now,” Mor-
ris said Monday night regarding 
the 60-day protest period. He 
added if opponents are suc-
cessful, a two-year moratorium 
follows before another attempt 
at creating a special service area 
can occur.   

About 27 people attended 
the meeting Monday night 
with more than half that num-
ber being county officials and 
people associated with the cur-
rent Northern Edgar County 
Ambulance Service.

There was some grumbling 
about another tax from a few 
of the roughly 11 members of 
the general public that attend-
ed. Only one man voiced direct 
opposition, noting he does not 
live in Edgar County but owns 
200 acres within the proposed 
service area so the tax will cost 
him.

Another suggested it is un-
fair because he will pay more 
toward the ambulance service 
than people with property 
that has lower assessed value. 
He suggested calculating how 
much the ambulance needs, 
dividing that up by the number 
of people in the service area and 
taxing by the number of people 
instead of property value. It was 
pointed out that is not how 
property taxes work, and there 
is no legal mechanism for what 
the speaker suggested.

Kevin Julian, president of 
the Northern Edgar County 
Ambulance Service (NECAS) 
board, briefly explained why 
there is an effort to create a tax-
ing area. NECAS started in the 

1980s as a volunteer service, 
but today’s realities are differ-
ent.

“Times have changed,” said 
Julian. “People just can’t give 
the hours they did 25 years 
ago.”

Julian said the goal is to have 
an ambulance staffed around 
the clock and that requires hav-
ing a paid work force.

County board chairman Jeff 
Voigt added the state keeps in-
creasing the training required 
for ambulance workers and that 
training is expensive, which dis-
courages volunteer service.

Some concern was raised 
about safeguarding the pres-
ence of an ambulance in Chris-
man once the bid is awarded 
to operate an ambulance in 
Northern Edgar County.

County board member 
Derrick Lorrenzen said the 
committee that designs the bid 
specifications will determine 
the geographic location of the 
ambulance base as part of the 
bidding process.

“They will be located in the 
area,” said Lorenzen. “It is rea-
sonable to expect it to be in 
Chrisman.”

One person asked about 
safeguards to make sure the tax 
collected from the northern 
townships does not get put into 
the county’s general fund or 
comingled with any taxes col-
lected for special service area #1 
in the south half of the county.

Voigt said state law requires 
separate accounting and a sep-
arate audit for each service area 
to prevent the funds mixing 

and making sure the money 
collected goes to the stated pur-
pose.

According to Julian, the 
special service area is the last 
chance to keep a local ambu-
lance operating as NECAS 
cannot economically continue 
much longer. 

“Nobody wanted to do this, 
but if you want to keep an am-
bulance in Chrisman we have 
to do something,” said Julian. 
“The question you have to ask 
yourself is do you want an am-
bulance or not?”

The NECAS board met the 
following night, July 21, for a 
regular monthly business meet-
ing.

Ambulance coordinator 
Jeremy Neal raised the issue if 
NECAS will submit a bid to 
continue operating an ambu-
lance. He said Morris believes 
the current not-for-profit oper-
ation can bid for the contract.

This is a somewhat unusual 
bidding process. Parties want-
ing the business of providing 
ambulance service do not bid 
on how much they are willing 
to pay the county but rather 
how much of the anticipated 
tax is needed to underwrite the 
service. The proposal taking the 
least amount of the tax wins the 
bid.

No discussion followed, but 
board member Darin Craig 
made his position known.

“If somebody else wants it, 
I say let them have it and let’s 
get out,” said Craig. “If nobody 
bids, we will have to in order to 
keep an ambulance.”

person and many of the 
UTV’s had three or four peo-
ple. All of the food was donat-
ed, he said, so 100 percent of 
the registration fee went to 
the project.

In addition to the ride, 
several items were raffled— 
including a .22 caliber Hen-
ry Silver Boy Rifle donated 
by Tingley Roofing. The 
gun is reminiscent of Old 
West craftsmanship with an 
American walnut stock and 
nickel-plated receiver, barrel 
band and butt plate embel-
lishments.  

Two other guns were do-
nated by Goose Creek Guns 
as well as two wooden Amer-
ican flags handmade by John 
Fox of Chip Off the Black 
and Joey Tibbs of 22 Rounds. 
Thompson Motor Sports 
donated a $400 winch and 
Owen Motor Sports a $100 
gift certificate.    

Colvin said he was pleased 
so many young people — not 
just the high school students 
— were involved. 

“Getting young adults 
involved shows our law en-
forcement there is respect out 
there,” he said.

Edgar County Sheriff Jeff 
Wood said there were sev-
eral representatives of law 
enforcement agencies who 
attended the event including 
Champaign police officers. 

Local businesses, banks 
and industries have been 
contacted about supporting 
the project, Colvin said, and 
many have donated. 

“We recognize local gov-
ernment funds are limited for 

the purchase of such equip-
ment and so we decided to 
help,” he said.

Wood said the organizers 
of the Friends of Law En-
forcement began questioning 
him and Paris Police Chief 
Eric Brown about protection 
of county law enforcement 
officers. Colvin said he was 
shocked the present vests 
worn by police and deputies 
does not stop high-powered 
rifle rounds.

“These are our friends, fam-
ily members and neighbors 
who are protecting us and we 
aren’t protecting them?” Col-
vin reiterated. 

Once purchased, the new 
equipment will ride in the 
seat next to each on-duty of-
ficer, Wood explained. The of-

ficers are already wearing the 
lightweight Kevlar vest with 
smaller protective plates.  No 
additional training is need-
ed for the new equipment, 
Brown said, noting the new 
vests will quickly slip on each 
officer over their regular vest.

Anyone wanting to do-
nate to the project can do so 
through the Edgar County 
Community Foundation. All 
donations are tax deductible 
as ECCF is a 501(c)(3), Col-
vin said. He thanked ECCF 
members Doug Hasler, 
Christian Colvin and Warren 
Sperry for setting up the proj-
ect. 

Anyone who has questions 
about the project — or wants 
to donate — may contact 
Colvin at 217-822-3425.

RIDE
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Terry Hackett/For The Prairie Press

The UTV ride  sponsored by the Friends of Edgar County Law 
Enforcement attracted all ages to the  event to raise money to 
purchase better protective gear for all law enforcement in the 
county. Pictured are great-grandmother Nancy Secodino, Corbin 
Agnew and grandmother Amy Secodino.
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We’re returning $2 billion to our auto policyholders.

State Farm® announces the Good Neighbor Relief Program. Our auto customers will receive, on average, a 25% credit 
for their premium between March 20 and May 31. No policyholder action is needed. That’s $2 billion in customer savings. 
Because now more than ever — being a good neighbor means everything.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
Richardson, TX

2001270

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944
Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

The biblical Four Horse-
men of the Apocalypse are 
pestilence, war, famine and 
death, wandering the world 
and changing society. 

Throughout history, 
there have been four great 
flatteners reshaping culture. 
These are war, revolutions, 
state failure and pandemics. 
When society experiences a 
crisis, it responds with cultural 
change. Terrorists hijacked 
and crashed four planes killing 
3,000 and the U.S. reacted. We 
invaded Iraq and society chose 
to become more protectionist, 
anti-immigration and favored 
ending trade agreements. 
We’ve witnessed a rise in 
isolationism and xenophobia 
across the globe. Also, policies 
and tax codes changed to 
widen the economic divide, 
creating one of the greatest dis-
parities in history. Today, the 
richest 1% control 50% of all 
the wealth in the world.

Pandemics are one of 
the great social modifiers in 
history. The plague ended the 
Middle Ages and initiated the 
Renaissance. Coronavirus is 
the greatest health threat in a 
century and may cause equally 
radical change.

The Black Death began in 
the East and migrated across 
Europe in waves every few 
years that lasted three centu-
ries. It is spread by fleas on 
rodents but the transmission 
vector was unknown at the 
time. Trying to understand 
and treat the disease set medi-
cine on a modern course. The 
infection begins with swellings 
in the groin or armpits which 
grow as the lymph nodes fills 
with pus until they erupt and 
darken with gangrene, which 
is why it was called Black 
Death. Medieval doctors used 
a plague mask with a big beak 
designed to create physical 
distance and provide a place 

for odor-filtering spices.
Biological warfare devel-

oped during the plague years 
when one 
military lead-
er ordered 
bodies of 
diseased 
soldiers cat-
apulted over 
the city walls 
during a siege 
to spread the 
disease. The 
U.S. prac-
ticed germ 

warfare in the 19th century 
by providing trade blankets 
impregnated with small pox to 
Native Americans.

The plague reached Sicily 
when people took to the sea 
attempting to escape other 
locations where disease was 
raging. Sicilians found boats in 
the harbor with dead men at 
their oars and dying in bunks. 
Horrified, they drove the ships 

back to sea, but it was too late 
as rats already infested the 
port. Afterward ships had to sit 
at anchor for “quaranta giorni” 
(40 days), the origin of the 
word “quarantine.”

The plague forced medicine 
of the time to change. Hospi-
tals started splitting patients 
into wards with broken bones 
and wounds treated separately 
from diseases. Wooden beds 
were replaced with metal for 
cleaning. Doctors set aside 
medical texts of the day and 
turned to empirical evidence. 
There was a revival of medical 
science not seen since the fall 
of Rome.

Being homebound gave 
time for some to find and read 
lost texts. The Roman states-
man Cicero, almost totally 
forgotten, was rediscovered, 
as were other great thinkers 
of the classic era. Reading 
Cicero’s letters and works of 
other Romans revealed what 

civilization had lost. The 
beauty of Latin and rigor of 
Roman thought rekindled 
scientific thinking. Artists 
reclaimed ancient techniques. 
Michelangelo, da Vinci and 
Machiavelli set a new base for 
European thought. Explorers, 
like Columbus and Amerigo 
Vespucci, changed the map of 
the world. Galileo established 
the scientific method. The 
rebirth allowed science and art 
to change civilization.

This story repeats through 
history. In 1793, a yellow 
fever epidemic gripped 
Philadelphia, the largest city 
and temporary capital of 
the U.S. Leaders including 
Washington, Adams, Jefferson 
and Hamilton understood the 
social, economic and political 
well-being of the nation is tied 
to public health. 

President John Adams is-
sued strict quarantines orders 
to slow the spread and signed 

the Act for Relief of Sick and 
Disabled Seamen, which 
became the Public Health 
Service. Hamilton dealt with 
a massive debt by structuring 
the American financial system, 
to have the federal government 
take on the war debt of the 
states to avoid bankrupting the 
new nation.

Civil War era hoop skirts 
were more than a fashion state-
ment. They were a response to 
cholera outbreaks and served 
to create social distancing. 
Upton Sinclair's book “The 
Jungle,” about immigrant labor 
in the Chicago stockyards and 
meat packing during tuber-
culosis outbreaks, revolted 
Teddy Roosevelt who signed 
the Pure Food and Drug Act 
and the Meat Inspection Act, 
both in 1906.

The deadly 1918 Flu had a 
virus spreading out of control 
through German and Austrian 

Pandemics are seen as one of the Four Horsemen
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See SULLIVAN, Page 2B

“At the end of the age, 
the angels will come and 
separate the evil from the 
righteous” – Matthew 13:49

     
Warning: The follow-

ing message from Jesus 
cautions against a common 
behavior in 
many of us 
– one we 
might be 
reluctant 
to give up. 

Chapter 
13 of the 
Gospel of 
Matthew 
contains 
several 
of Jesus’ 
teachings about the 
Kingdom of Heaven. One 
way of paraphrasing what 
he means by that term is 
when God is in charge of 
everything – the fact that 
God reigns, God rules.  

When we look around 
today, we can see that not 
everyone acknowledges 
that yet, that some of our 
activities correspond with 
God’s wishes and some 
don’t. But there will come a 
time, Jesus promises, when 
our current beginnings of 
an era in accordance with 
God’s will becomes a time 
of full recognition of God’s 
reign (see Matthew 13:31-
33, for example).

One characteristic of 
the Kingdom of Heaven 
which may surprise us is 
that it contains a mixture of 
good and bad. “Wheat and 
weeds,” says verse 26; “good 
fish and bad fish,” in verse 
48. Good people and not-
so-good people, verse 38 
explains. And characters in 
Jesus’ parables want to sort 
out the good from the bad 
– take it upon themselves 
to label which is good and 
which is bad, and expel the 
bad, purify the collection.

 And Jesus tells them no 
because trying to pull out 
the weeds will uproot some 
wheat by mistake. The 
reapers will do that later, at 
harvest time. He told peo-
ple doing the fishing to just 
keep pulling all the fish into 

Gospel 
cautions 
against 
judging
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Embassies can grab the 
interest. Every capital city in 
the world has them. They’re 

from 
essentially 
every other 
country on 
the globe. 
Most of 
them seem 
to be clus-
tered in a 
concentrat-
ed area.  

I’ve 
been in 

Washington, D.C., three 
times. The bus tour takes 
visitors along Embassy 
Row. Some embassies are 
huge, like a college campus 
with multiple buildings. 
Others are one building 
only. Some have spacious 
grounds while many are 
squeezed between other 
buildings and look like 
residences.  

Back in the 1970s, I 
made it a point to visit a few 
while I lived in Quean-
beyan, Australia’s capital. 
My purpose was to ask for 
pamphlets, leaflets, maps, 
etc., to use in geography 
classrooms, materials to 
help students learn about 
certain other countries. I 
realized embassies weren’t 
in the school information 
business, but rather assist 
citizens to obtain passports 
and visas, help with legal 
affairs and work with the 
host country in matters 
of foreign relations. Still, 
I imagined they might be 
stocked with pamphlets to 
acquaint people with their 
respective cultures.

My experiences were 
widely varied. I drove 
by quite a few, but only 
visited three. The first was 
the Egyptian Embassy. It 
was the size of an ordinary 
two-bedroom house. I 
presumed the Egyptian 
ambassador lived there 
with his wife. No doubt an 
office was inside. I rang the 
doorbell. The ambassador, 
a bulky man, 60 or older, 
greeted me gruffly, asking 
what I wanted. I told him.

“Come back some other 
time,” he said, shutting the 
door in my face. I reckoned 
I shouldn’t have approached 
on a Saturday.

Next was the U.S. Embas-
sy. This one featured several 
buildings and manicured 

Exploring 
embassies
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Concern about the future of monarch butterflies has led Sue O’Neill of Hillsboro, 
Ind., to convert one room of her home into a monarch nursery where she hand 
raises monarch caterpillars. So far in 2020 she has managed to release 30 adult 
butterflies through her efforts and hopes to release more than 50 before the 
season is over. 

I’ve changed my mind about milk-
weeds.

As a child, I enjoyed 
opening their pods 
when they got dry and 
watching the wind 
take away the inside. 
As an adult, I learned 
to dislike them when 
I walked beans. Milk-
weeds never seemed to 
cut as easily as corn out 
of a bean field. Perhaps 
I just did not enjoy 
walking beans, and 
for some reason or other, I never was 
fired from that job. I was so happy when 
herbicide companies made my bean 
walking days obsolete. 

Many different types of insects are 
attracted to milkweeds because they 
like to feed on the nectar and pollen of 
milkweed flowers. Some insects eat the 
milkweed leaves, stem, seeds and root. 
Other insects can be found resting tem-
porarily on a plant because they want to 
eat the insects enjoying the milkweed. 
These insects are considered parasitic 
and unfortunately are a real problem for 
many caterpillars.  Who knew a simple 
milkweed had so much activity going 
on around it?

Milkweeds are wonderful because 
of one important species, monarch 
butterflies. This is the season for mon-
archs to start appearing. In our area, we 
have a large population of the common 
milkweed, whose scientific name is 
Asclepias syriaca. It is the host plant for 
90% of the monarch butterflies that fly 
to Mexico for the winter. They stay in 
the same spot where their ancestors did 
six or seven generations before. 

My friend Sue O’Neill from Hills-
boro, Ind., is the reason for my interest 
in monarch butterflies and milkweed. 
God has given us all different gifts 
according to the Bible, and he gave the 
gift of healing and caring for people, an-
imals and now butterflies to her. She is 
a retired nurse practitioner and has the 
most nurturing personality of anyone I 
have ever met.

After retiring, she volunteered as a 
CASA worker, at an animal shelter, a 
food bank and has been available to her 
friends who need an expert opinion 
when a medical condition arises. She 
now has become a friend to the mon-
arch and swallowtail butterfly popula-
tion and in typical Sue fashion, nothing 
is ever half done. She spends countless 
hours learning about what is necessary 
to help propagate the monarch and 
eastern black swallowtail population. 

Sue has nurtured living things for 
years and she and her husband, a former 
biology teacher, both have a keen 
interest in dogs, turtles and lizards. Sue 
also loves plant life and raises a variety 
of perennials and annual flowers and 
garden vegetables, along with herbs. 
She became interested in monarchs last 
summer while surveying the milkweeds 

around her pond. Finding four, seem-
ingly healthy, caterpillars that were gone 
the next day made her decide to learn 
more. Reading up on what predators 
might have caused their demise, she 
took a greater interest in the milkweed 
and monarch population, and there has 
been no stopping her.

A monarch female can lay 400 or 
more eggs, but it is done one at a time 
with usually only one egg to a plant on 
the underside of a leaf. By spreading 
the eggs to more plants, the monarch 
increases the chance for survival. An egg 
hatches to a caterpillar in three to five 
days in warm weather, and can take up 
to 20 days to hatch in cool weather.

The caterpillar needs plenty of food 
and can eat an entire milkweed plant. 
They prefer the young leaves at the top 
of the plant.  Monarch caterpillars go 
through five instars which means they 
eat, grow and molt their outer skin four 
times and by the fifth instar they are 
ready to pupate or form their chrysalis. 
The time period from the egg being 
laid to chrysalis formation is 14-18 days 
depending on heat. 

The chrysalis stage lasts about 10 
days and then the butterfly ecloses 
(emerges), pumping up and drying its 
wings and is ready to fly in a few hours. 
The adult monarch feeds on nectar from 
a wide variety of flowers such as cone 
flowers, zinnias, and asters. 

Each summer three or more genera-
tions of butterflies will emerge. The life 
span of those eclosing in June and July 
is about four to five weeks. Monarchs 
from east of the Continental Divide 
migrate south to over winter in central 
Mexico at about 10,000 feet above sea 

level. They eclose in late August through 
mid-September and are considered 
in a state of reproductive diapauses. 
Due to the cool temperatures of the 
mountains, they remain inactive and in 
late February or early March they break 
their diapause, becoming reproductive.  
Coming to Texas and other southern 
states in the course of two generations, 
they repopulate much of North Ameri-
ca east of the Rocky Mountains.

Only one egg in every hundred laid, 
is likely to become a mature monarch. 

Monarchs, others need help

See PATCHETT, Page 2B
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A female monarch butterfly usually lays 
only one egg on a milkweed plant and 
the egg is always laid on the underside 
of a leaf.
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Share your Horizon Health (Paris Community Hospital) story, memory, 
or photo at MyHorizonHealth.org/50Years.

5 0  Y E A R S  S T R O N G

For five decades it’s been our pleasure to provide quality 

healthcare right here in the communities where we live, work, 

and bring our own families for care. A lot has happened in the 

50 years since we’ve opened our doors. We’ve grown. We’ve 

evolved. We’ve even changed our name. But something that 

will always remain consistent is our commitment to meet the 

ever-changing needs of people in our community with quality, 

comprehensive care and our most compassionate service. 

Together, we are making our communities stronger, healthier, 

and better. Thank you for 50 years.

C A R I N G  F O R  generations
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Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

   Great for the

GGRILLRILL!!
Bacon Cheddar, Bacon Pepperjack 
and Mushroom Swiss beef patties!

Now Hiring
Maintenance Technician

EOE

For more information 
or to apply online visit

www.milkspecialties.com/careers

1977 S. Central Avenue, Paris, IL  61944

• Pay starting at 17.94 per hour
• Night Shift differential pay
• Vacation and paid holiday
• Medical, dental, vision, & life insurance
• 401K company match
• Work for an essential business!

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Always 
Homemade

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

SpecialsSpecials

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
We have resumed 

in-house service with 
safety precautions in place.

Wed 07/29
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 07/30
Beef manhattan,
green beans &
garden salad

Fri 07/31
Lasagna,

garlic toast &
garden salad

1600 S. Main St, Paris, IL

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating 

 University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

If you need a reasonable accommodation to participate email us at uie-cce@illinois.edu.

A WEEK OF GREAT
WEBINARS

CLICK ON EVENTS

Recognizing & Managing Stress, Make

Your Savings Grow, School Food Safety,

Combat Stress, Anxiety & Depression with

Exercise, & Wood Perennials & Trees

Topics include

GO.ILLINOIS.EDU/CCE

SpecialsSpecials  
                           start Sunday

Open Daily 11-9 

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Footlong 
Hotdog

           $2.00

Chicken Salad, 
Chips & Drink   

            $6.25

lawns. The office building was 
two or three stories tall with 
a prominent flagpole. Like 
all the other U. S. structures, 
it was colonial brick. I felt 
strange, but not unwelcome, 
as I paced on a sidewalk to the 
main entrance. No door bell. 
Just open a door and enter. 
Behind a counter a few feet 
inside sat a U.S. Marine in 
khaki and blue.

He looked up and spoke 
with a friendly greeting, asking 
how he could help me. When 
I told him my business he 
pointed to some steps.

“Walk up to the second 
floor,” he said. “Turn right. 
The first office you see will be 
the U. S. Information Service. 
They can help you.”

A few people were in the 
hallway. I had freedom to 
wander the entire building. A 
courteous young lady waited 
on me at a counter. In a minute 
or so she handed me a folded 
map of the USA depicting 
major cities, mountain ranges, 

lakes and rivers. I thanked her 
and retraced my steps outside.

My third visit was to the 
USSR Embassy a few blocks 
distant. It, too, sprawled 
over several acres with nice 
landscaping, but with a no-
ticeable difference. An armed 
Australian policeman sat in a 
guard shack next to the street. 
I felt uneasy, but I explained 
my intentions.

“Oh, sure,” the policeman 
was courteous. “Just walk 
up the sidewalk. Ring the 
doorbell.”

I later learned the Australian 
police guarded three embas-
sies.  Besides the USSR, there 
was Israel and Yugoslavia. 
They worried about anti-Com-
munists creating trouble for 
the USSR and Arab terrorists 
that hated Israel. As for Yugo-
slavia, part of that country was 
Serbia. Part was Croatia. Serbs 
and Croats despised each 
other. Both had immigrated 
to Australia. Sometimes the 
Serbs threw firebombs at Cro-
atian shops, and vice versa.

Anyway, I stood on the 
doorstep and punched the 

CODGER
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There are so many predators 
which can cause problems. 
Spiders, birds, stink bugs, 
spined soldier bugs and 
tachinid flies are just a few of 
the many predators causing 
problems for a monarch 
caterpillar. Insecticides and 
herbicides also cause havoc 
on monarch survival.   

Sue released 50 monarchs 
last year and hopes to do 
the same amount this year. 
Monarchs are best raised in 
an outdoor environment. She 
has one room in her home 
she does not air condition, 
leaving the window open so 
the monarch caterpillars, in 
several large net enclosures 
for protection, can feel they 
are outside. Monitoring them 
every day she makes sure 
they have moisture and an 
abundance of chemical free 
milkweed to eat. So far, she 
has released more than 30 
butterflies this year. 

All of the five eggs she 

PATCHETT
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troops, who were then too sick 
to fight. It caused a quick end 
to the war. The flu brought 
women into the workforce 
and prompted the suffragette 
movement giving women 
the right to vote. India lost 18 
million citizens and believed 
ruling Britain did too little to 
help them. This helped build 
India’s demand for indepen-
dence, and one of those lead-
ers for freedom was Gandhi, 
who contracted, but survived, 
the flu during the pandemic.

That pandemic changed 
health care as Europe chose 
central government health 
care and the U.S. pushed 
health insurance onto the 
employer. Both expanded ac-
cess to healthcare. The quan-
tity of COVID-19 deaths will 
certainly cause social change, 
but it is too early to know the 
long-term impact. If people 
believe better coverage could 
have saved many, it might 
prompt universal health care. 

To find a vaccine and stop 
the virus from recycling 
in waves across borders 
will require collaboration 
between countries, not finger 
pointing and feudalism. After 
World War II, America came 
out with a strong industrial 
complex and a powerful 

workforce that included both 
women and men. We dom-
inated the world economy 
before others could rebuild. 
When the coronavirus pan-
demic ends it will be those 
countries who crushed the 
spread of the virus first and 
start healthy that will come 
out of the gate first. Any 
country that rebuilds and 
restarts first from a healthy 
platform will have an edge 
to become the next world 
power.

A pandemic creates an 
X-ray of society revealing in-
equity and what is broken. It 
is possible Americans will do 
nothing about the cracks ex-
posed thus far: Racial inequi-
ties, poisonous partisanship, 
governmental incompetence, 
disrespect for science, loss of 
standing among nations. It 
is certainly an opportunity 
for change — either good or 
bad. Is this pandemic an end 
or opportunity for a rebirth? 
The answer has been the 
same throughout history. It is 
up to us.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the retired technology and cur-
riculum director for the Shiloh 
School District. Email him at 
armchair@sullivantech.net)
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button. The door featured an 
oval glass peephole. I soon 
noticed a large eyeball glaring 
at me. Then the front door 
opened. There stood a big, 
stocky Russian woman who 
reminded me of a cattle herder 
or quarry worker. Very rough.  

“Vot you vont?” she ad-
dressed me.

I explained my purpose. 
She asked me to be seated on a 
bench. We were in a confined 
vestibule.

“Vait here,” she said.
She exited. I must’ve sat 

there for five minutes all alone. 
Eventually, a young Russian 
in suit and tie entered with 
an armload of pamphlets. 
Speaking excellent English, he 
shook hands, then handed the 
pamphlets to me one at a time. 
They covered topics about 
life for factory workers, state 
farms, students, etc. He apol-
ogized because they weren’t 
geography, but propaganda 
that told how wonderful life 
was for the happy Russian 
people.

“It’s the best I can do,” he 
said. “Maybe you can use 
them.”

I thanked him and departed.
Unwittingly, I had one other 

embassy experience in Can-
berra. With my family in our 
car, I parked on a hilltop one 
night. The city was aglow with 
beautiful lights, a gorgeous 
panoramic view. I was crazy 
about snapping photos, so I set 
up a tripod and mounted my 
camera with a wide-angle lens. 
I focused the camera, then 
shot several photos with timed 
exposures. 

As I disassembled my 
equipment to leave, I noticed a 
flashlight zigzagging up a trail 
from below, coming toward 
me.  Somebody was hurrying. 
Little did I realize that I was 
directly above the Yugoslavian 
Embassy. A policeman was 
puffing uphill to check me out. 
This, I learned later. Before 
he reached my location, I had 
departed, though.

Each of the embassies had 
offered distinctly different 
memories.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

Ruth Patchett/The Prairie Press

A painted lady butterfly feeds on nectar in a patch of red clover. 

the boat. At the end of the 
age, the angels will separate 
good from bad.

It’s not our job to label, 
sort and throw away. We 
are not trusted with the 
task of determining who is 
good and who is bad and 
purifying our community. 
We will have to trust God, 
and God’s designated 
representatives, later, to do 
that. It’s not our job.

 (Rodger Allen is the 
pastor at the Paris Presbyte-
rian Church.  Email him at 
rodger@parispresbyterian.
org. Pastor’s Perspective is 
provided by the Paris Minis-
terial Fellowship.)
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harvested from milkweeds at 
my home have hatched into 
caterpillars. I look forward 
to seeing the launch, if they 
become viable monarchs. In 
the meantime, I will enjoy 
the monarchs that are flying 
freely and enjoying the nectar 
from flowers at my home. 

Not everyone has a talent 
for nurturing like Sue, but we 
can all plant flowers and even 
milkweeds to aid in the popu-
lation of monarchs. Milkweed 
plants are sold at nurseries 
and are rather expensive. One 

may want to instead plant 
herbs such as dill, fennel and 
parsley, which are favorites for 
propagating the swallowtail 
butterfly. Fresh herbs are al-
ways extra special and parsley 
and dill, being perennials, do 
not need to be planted every 
year. Enjoy the beauty of 
summer flowers and butter-
flies while we can. 

(Ruth Patchett is a resident 
of rural Brocton, a retired teach-
er and is famous for her pies. 
Email her at rpweib1@gmail.
com.)

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216



SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
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Many of the methods Americans used 
in 1918 to try to prevent the spread of 
the flu are similar to what people began 
doing during the COVID-19 pandemic: 
Close schools. Wear masks. Don’t cough 
or sneeze in someone’s face. Avoid large 
events and hold them outside when pos-
sible. And no spitting.

Health and city officials got the word 
out about these guidelines in all kinds 
of ways. In Philadelphia, streetcar signs 
warned “Spit Spreads Death.” In New 
York City, officials enforced no-spitting 
ordinances and encouraged residents 
to cough or sneeze into handkerchiefs 
(a practice that caught on after the pan-
demic). The city’s health department 
even advised people not to kiss except 
through a handkerchief, and wire reports 
spread the message around the country.

In western states, some cities adopted 
mask ordinances, and officials argued 
wearing one was a patriotic duty. In Oc-
tober 1918, the San Francisco Chronicle 
ran a public service announcement tell-
ing readers, “The man or woman or child 
who will not wear a mask now is a dan-
gerous slacker”— a reference to the type 
of World War I slacker who didn’t help 
the war effort. One sign in California 
threatened, “Wear a Mask or Go to Jail.”

WEAR A MASK AND SAVE YOUR LIFE!
The PSA in the Chronicle appeared 

Oct. 22, just over a week before San 
Francisco had scheduled its mask ordi-
nance to begin Nov. 1. It was signed by 
the mayor, the city’s board of health, the 
American Red Cross and several other 
departments and organizations. It was 
very clear about its message: “Wear a 
Mask and Save Your Life!”

For the most part, San Franciscans 
listened.

“Red Cross headquarters in San Fran-

cisco made 5,000 masks available to the 
public at 11:00 A.M., October 22. By 
noon it had none,” wrote the late his-
torian Alfred W. Crosby in “America's 
Forgotten Pandemic: The Influenza of 
1918.” 

“By noon the next day Red Cross 
headquarters had dispensed 40,000 
masks. By the twenty-sixth 100,000 had 
been distributed in the city… In addi-
tion, San Franciscans were making thou-
sands for themselves.”

MAKE-YOUR-OWN MASK INSTRUCTIONS
Newspapers printed instructions 

for how people could make their own 
masks at home. People who didn’t com-
ply might face prison time, fines or hav-
ing their name published in the paper, 
revealing they were a mask slacker.

Crosby wrote flu cases in San Fran-
cisco declined in early November. Res-
idents continued to wear their masks 

through the Nov. 5 election, in which 
Woodrow Wilson won a second term. 
After armistice on Nov. 11, San Fran-
cisco ended its mask order. A spike in 
January 1919 led the city to implement a 
second masking order, but this one faced 
more resistance.

KEEP YOUR BEDROOM WINDOWS OPEN
Around the same time the San Fran-

cisco Chronicle ran its mask PSAs, 
newspapers around the country pub-
lished a cartoon of a man hacking 
in public that warned, “Coughs and 
Sneezes Spread Diseases: As Danger-
ous As Poison Gas Shells”— again link-
ing fighting the flu to fighting World 
War I. Newspapers used the cartoon 
to illustrate coverage of a special bulle-
tin from Surgeon General Rupert Blue 
about the flu and how Americans could 
protect themselves from it.
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Lincoln and the telegraph
Lincoln used new communication breakthrough, the telegraph to help win the Civil War

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Nearly 150 years before the 
advent of texts, tweets and 
e-mail, President Abraham 
Lincoln became the first wired 
president by embracing the 
original electronic messaging 
technology—the telegraph. 
The 16th president may be 
remembered for his soaring 
oratory that stirred the Union, 
but the nearly 1,000 bite-sized 
telegrams that he wrote during 
his presidency helped win the 
Civil War by projecting presi-
dential power in unprecedent-
ed fashion.

The federal government was 
slow to adopt the telegraph 
after Samuel Morse’s first suc-
cessful test message in 1844. 

Prior to the Civil War, federal 
employees who had to send a 
telegram from the nation’s cap-
ital had to wait in line with the 
rest of the public at the city’s 
central telegraph office. After 
the war’s outbreak, the newly 
created U.S. Military Telegraph 
Corps undertook the danger-
ous work of laying more than 
15,000 miles of telegraph wire 
across battlefields that trans-
mitted news nearly instanta-
neously from the front lines to 
a telegraph office inside the old 
library of the War Department 
building adjacent to the White 
House in March 1862.

Lincoln, who had a keen 
interest in technology and re-
mains the only American pres-
ident with a patent, spent more 

of his presidency in the War 
Department’s telegraph office 
than anywhere else outside of 
the White House, writes Tom 
Wheeler in “Mr. Lincoln’s 
T-Mails: How Abraham Lin-
coln Used the Telegraph to 
Win the Civil War.” As a pres-
ident who craved knowledge, 
he trod a well-worn path across 
the executive mansion’s lawn to 
the War Department to moni-
tor the latest intelligence arriv-
ing in dots and dashes.

David Homer Bates, one 
of the four original members 
of the U.S. Military Telegraph 
Corps, recounted in “Lincoln 
in the Telegraph Room” that 
several times a day, Lincoln 
sat down at a telegraph office 
desk near a window overlook-

ing Pennsylvania Avenue and 
read through the fresh stack 
of incoming telegrams, which 
he called lightning messages. 
As telegraph keys chattered, 
he peered over the shoulders 
of the operators who scribbled 
down the incoming messages 
converted from Morse Code. 
He visited the office nearly ev-
ery night before turning in and 
slept there on a cot during piv-
otal battles.

According to Wheeler, Lin-
coln sent barely more than one 
telegram a month in the first 
year of his presidency, but that 
changed as he grew increas-
ingly frustrated with the war’s 
plodding progress. He wielded 
the nascent technology to take 
greater control of the war effort 

after sending a flurry of tele-
grams on May 24, 1862, that 
directed his generals to move 
at once against the forces of 
Confederate General Thomas 
“Stonewall” Jackson.

The telegraph allowed the 
president to act as a true com-
mander-in-chief by issuing 
commands to his generals and 
directing the movement of 
forces in nearly real time. For 
the first time, a national leader 
could have virtual battlefront 
conversations with his mili-
tary officers. The paucity of 
interstate telegraph lines in the 
South precluded Confederate 
President Jefferson Davis from 
doing the same.

Lincoln wasn’t shy about 
See TELEGRAPH, Page 4B

1918 PANDEMIC LED TO RUSH FOR FACE MASKS

Special to The Prairie Press

A policeman chastises a man out in public without a face mask during the deadly 
1918 flu pandemic. Unlike today, citizens could face legal repercussions for refus-
ing to wear a mask, or have their name published in the local paper.

1918 PSAs shamed ‘mask slackers’

Special to The Prairie Press

People line up down the street outside a Red Cross headquarters to receive free face masks. The San Francisco Red Cross 
reportedly distributed 5,000 masks in an hour.

See MASKS, Page 4B

The other day while I was 
thinking of what to write in 
a column I started humming 
a tune 
I heard 
many years 
ago. Then, 
as I kept 
repeating 
that tune in 
my head, 
I started 
remem-
bering the 
words, “If 
I only had 
a…” 

There must have been 
more, but when I added 
“thought” I still couldn’t get 
it right. That tune and lines 
just didn’t work, and then I 
thought I must be tin head-
ed to not get the right mix. 

Wait, the Tin Man from 
the “Wizard of Oz.” That 
didn’t work either because 
he really needed a heart. 
Then it started getting scary 
because I thought my brain 
was just fluffy like a head of 
straw. Clang, that really rang 
a bell. It was the tune the 
Scarecrow sang as he helped 
Dorothy go down the 
yellow brick road, the yellow 
brick road. 

I’ll let readers imagine 
the tune as I provide the 
words, “I could while away 
the hours conferrin’ with 
the flowers, consulting 
with the rain; and my head 
I’d be scratchin’ while my 
thoughts were busy hatchin’ 
if I only had a brain.” I don’t 
know that I had been smell-
ing flowers that much lately, 
but we sure had enough rain 
Sunday night, and I couldn’t 
wish it away. I guess while 
I was busy scratching my 
head a few thoughts hatched 
about what to write. 

Let’s get back to the 
Tin Man and his heart 
condition. I wonder if I am 
kind of like the Tin Man, 
because my doctor gives 
me a medication to slow my 
heart down, especially when 
I get too excited. Maybe 
the tinsmith didn’t give the 
Tin Man a heart because he 
didn’t want to also slow his 
heart down, too. 

OK, another tune very 
similar to the first one and 
here are the words, “When 
a man’s an empty kettle he 
should be on his mettle, 
and yet I’m torn apart, just 
because I’m presumin’ that 
I could be a human if I only 
had a heart.”  I suppose the 

If I only 
had a brain

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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Among the earliest stew-
ards of the nation’s national 
parks were soldiers from 
segregated black regiments. 
Starting in the 1890s, the 
Buffalo Soldiers, who had 
earned valor fighting in 
the Indian Wars and Span-
ish-American War, added 
park ranger to their titles 
and played a critical role in 
protecting and building the 
infrastructure of the coun-
try’s vast public lands. 

The first step toward 
black soldiers’ peacetime 
service began after the end 
of the Civil War in 1865. 
At this time, the Army had 
discharged more than one 
million soldiers, reducing 
the military to 16,000 men. 
But with a war-torn nation 
in need of rebuilding and a 
growing desire to expand 
into the western frontier, 
Congress enacted legisla-
tion that changed the trajec-
tory of black soldiers in the 
U.S. Army.

Although approximately 
180,000 African-Americans 
had served in the Union 
Army during the Civil War, 
they were not allowed to 
be a part of the regular 
peacetime Army. In 1866, 
however, Congress passed 
the Army Reorganization 
Act, a law that doubled the 
size of the regular Army, 
including the addition of 
six African-American regi-
ments, the first professional 
black soldiers in the United 
States Army. By 1869, these 
six regiments were consoli-
dated into four units, the 9th 
and 10th Cavalry and the 
24th and 25th Infantry.

These men came to be 
known as the Buffalo Sol-
diers, a name reportedly 
given to them by Native 
Americans for the soldiers’ 
curly dark hair that resem-
bled Buffalo fur. Though 
some historic accounts state 
the name was given as a nod 
to the black soldiers’ strong 
fighting power.

With the country’s efforts 
to expand into the western 
frontier, the Buffalo Soldiers 
forced Native Americans 
off their land in often vio-
lent and deadly battles. The 
coveted regions in the West 
also attracted the attention 
of white settlers, who had 
already begun to put down 
roots in the frontier. 

With a growing concern 
to preserve the natural land-
scape during the western 
expansion, including pro-
tecting timber, lakes, wild-
life and minerals, President 
Ulysses S. Grant signed the 
Act of March 1, 1872, which 
established Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, the nation’s first 
national park, located in the 
territories of Wyoming and 
Montana, “as a public park 
or pleasuring-ground for the 
benefit and enjoyment of 
the people."

Management and control 
of Yellowstone and subse-
quent national parks that 
followed, such as Califor-
nia’s Sequoia and General 
Grant national parks, both 
established in 1890, fell un-
der the Secretary of the In-
terior, but securing the vast 
terrains became a problem.

“Congress created all 
these national parks, but 
they didn't create the 
National Park Service 

Buffalo 
Soldiers 
among first 
park rangers

See RANGERS, Page 4B
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stepping in and asserting his 
thoughts on telegrams that 
weren’t even addressed to him. 

“The telegraph was both his 
Big Ear, to eavesdrop on what 
was going on in the field, and 
his Long Arm for projecting 
his leadership now informed 
by the newly garnered infor-
mation,” Wheeler writes. 

When General Ulysses S. 
Grant rejected General Hen-
ry Halleck’s suggestion to re-
move troops from the siege of 

Petersburg in 1864, the pres-
ident lent this support after 
reading their communications 
by wiring Grant to, “Hold on 
with a bull-dog grip, and chew 
and choke as much as possi-
ble.”

To Lincoln, the telegraph 
office was not just a 19th-cen-
tury command center, but a 
sanctuary from the throngs 
who descended upon the 
White House every day in 
search of jobs and favors. 

“I come here to escape my 
persecutors,” Lincoln quipped 
to telegraph operator Albert B. 

Chandler. Telling homespun 
tales and cracking jokes, the 
president befriended the of-
fice’s telegraph operators. 

“He would there relax from 
the strain and care ever present 
at the White House, and while 
waiting for fresh dispatches, 
or while they were being deci-
phered, would make running 
comments, or tell his inim-
itable stories,” Bates wrote. 
When news of Grant’s capture 
of Vicksburg, Miss., arrived by 
wire in 1863, Lincoln flouted 
regulations and bought beer 
for the operators, drinking a 

sudsy toast with the general’s 
telegram in his hand.

On April 8, 1865, Lincoln 
himself telegraphed the of-
fice from City Point, Va., with 
news of Grant’s capture of 
Richmond. A week later, the 
telegraph office broke the 
devastating news of Lincoln’s 
assassination to the nation as 
it tapped out the message that 
Secretary of War Edwin Stan-
ton wrote from the president’s 
deathbed across the street from 
Ford’s Theatre: “Abraham Lin-
coln died this morning at 22 
minutes after Seven.”

TELEGRAPH
FROM PAGE 3B

man made of mettle if he had a 
little oilin’ when he got wet and 
a real heart, he would be tender 
and gentle and awful sentimen-
tal. Here’s where the writing 
really gets tough, because my 
thinking gets a little rough and 
I am unsure of what to do to be 
sentimental at the right time. I 
certainly have no idea of what 
is on his mettle means, unless it 
means as sharp as a tack.

I hope if I can’t think of 

what to write or say, I don’t go 
around growling at everybody, 
but usually my growl is worse 
than my bite. That makes me 
think of another character that 
resembled a lion. His ditty goes 
like this, “Yeh, its sad believe 
me, Missy, when you’re born to 
be a sissy without the vim and 
verve. But, I could show my 
prowess, be a lion not a mou-
ess, If I only had the nerve. I’m 
afraid there’s no denyin’ I’m 
just a dandelion, a fate I don’t 
deserve,...If I only had the 
nerve.”

Well, I guess I got up enough 
nerve to write this little ditty. 
I guess dandelions have some 
nerve to come up where we 
don’t want them, but as they 
get all fuzzy the wind blows 
them away, cowards. I guess 
there is no way I would be a 
mou-ess because Rosie doesn’t 
like them in the hou-ess. I 
won’t say she is afraid of them, 
but when I hear her let out a 
scream I know what she just 
saw running across the floor.

Just think, those three 
characters finally got their 

reward and turned out they 
could think, could love and be 
brave. Now, it is time for us to 
do that too, no matter the way 
we started out.

 Surely, we don’t have brains 
of straw, are just hollow people 
with no heart and we don’t 
have to be given a medal to 
show our bravery. That is true 
if we really have a brain and 
know how to use it.        

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong res-
ident of Edgar County, an author 
and retired farmer. Email him at  
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com) 

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

“The value of fresh air 
through open windows can-
not be over emphasized,” 
Blue said. “When crowding 
is unavoidable, as in street 
cars, care should be taken 
to keep the face so turned as 
not to inhale directly the air 
breathed out by another per-
son. It is especially import-
ant to beware of the person 
who coughs or sneezes with-
out covering his mouth and 
nose.”

Many newspapers carried 
large-print PSAs with similar 
advice. One announcement 
featuring a large picture of a 
masked woman urged, with 
unusual phrasing, “Do not 
take any person’s breath.” In 
Cincinnati, a board of health 
sign posted on streetcars told 
everyone to “Keep Your Bed-
room Windows Open!” Like 

many other PSAs, the sign 
emphasized that precautions 
against the flu could also pre-
vent the spread of other dead-
ly infectious diseases like 
pneumonia and tuberculosis.

Messaging in 1918 also em-
phasized that special health 
measures weren’t just import-
ant because they kept the per-
son who followed them safe. 

They were also important 
because they helped protect 
those around them. Cartoon-
ist Clifford T. Berryman high-
lighted this in an illustration 
of a sneezing little boy and an 
older man who stood in for 
“The Public.” Looking at the 
little boy, the man said: “Use 
the handkerchief and do your 
bit to protect me.”

MASKS
FROM PAGE 3B

Special to The Prairie Press

In 1918, as in 2020, the order to wear masks in public saw wide-
spread controversy.

National Park Service to pro-
tect them,” said historian Brian 
Shellum, author of “Black Of-
ficer in a Buffalo Soldier Reg-
iment: The Military Career of 
Charles Young.”

“Farmers and herders would 
just come in and run rough-
shod over the land. The farm-
ers knew the trails into the 
Sequoia long before anybody 
else, so they would graze their 
sheep and damage the natural 
resources.”

The solution became the 
U.S. Army, which had the or-
ganization, mobility and logis-
tics to protect the parks, said 
Shellum. Until the National 
Park Service was created by 
President Woodrow Wilson 
in 1916, security fell to troops 
stationed at forts and bases lo-
cated near the parks.

The Buffalo Soldiers became 
Park Rangers in the late 1890s, 
according to an official study 
commissioned by the National 
Parks Service.

Approximately 500 Buffalo 
Soldiers served as Park Rang-
ers at Yosemite, Sequoia and 
General Grant National Parks, 
in 1899, 1903 and 1904. Their 
duties, which were the same 
as white regiments, included 
evicting timber thieves, putting 
out forest fires and building 
roads and trails.

The Buffalo Soldiers were 
also involved in testing differ-
ent ways bikes could be used 
in warfare that was eventually 
incorporated into park pa-
trols. The 25th Infantry Bicy-
cle Corps, the first of its kind 
in the U.S. Army, rode from 
Fort Missoula, Montana, to 
Yellowstone in 1896. The first 
regiment of Buffalo Soldiers 
assigned as park rangers was 
reportedly the 24th Infantry in 
Yosemite in 1899.

The Buffalo Soldiers of the 
9th Cavalry, specifically those 
in Troop L, stood out as park 
rangers because of their lead-
er. Unlike other black troops 
that were in regiments led by 
white officers, Troop L of the 
9th Cavalry was commanded 

by Captain Charles Young, the 
highest ranking African-Amer-
ican officer in the U.S. Army at 
the time, before he was named 
colonel in retirement.

Garrisoned during the win-
ter at the Presidio of San Fran-
cisco, Young rode with his men 
to the Sierra Nevada for the 
summer, where they were sta-
tioned, undertaking significant 
construction park projects.

The Buffalo Soldiers con-
structed new infrastructure, in-
cluding the wagon road leading 
into the Sequoia’s Giant Forest, 
the trail to the top of Mount 
Whitney and the arboretum 
in Yosemite. In addition, they 
patrolled local businesses in 
the surrounding areas, keeping 
poachers at bay. In addition to 
Yosemite, Sequoia and Gen-
eral Grant Parks, the Buffalo 
Soldiers also served as rangers 
in Hawaii and Glacier National 
Parks.

In 1903, Young was named 
acting superintendent of Se-
quoia National Park, the first 
African-American to hold that 
position.

The contributions that 
Young and the Buffalo Sol-
diers made in the develop-
ment of the national parks had 
a profound impact. Young, a 
lover of ecology and nature, 
made suggestions to the Sec-
retary of Interior on preserv-
ing vegetation and stopping 
erosion, said Shellum. And 
the presence of Young and 
the 9th Cavalry protecting the 
terrain helped to diffuse some 
of the racist perceptions of Af-
rican-Americans that whites 
held. 

In 1903, when President 
Theodore Roosevelt traveled 
to San Francisco to visit Yo-
semite, the 9th Cavalry served 
as his escort, a historic honor 
for Young and his men.

“He always held himself to 
a much higher standard than 
anybody else,” said Shellum. 
“He always knew that in order 
to be successful in the Army, 
he had to walk this color line. 
And he always had to be much 
better than any other officer, in 
order to gain some measure of 
acceptance.”

RANGERS
FROM PAGE 3B
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State and county fairs are a 
major source of promotion for 
U.S. agriculture. With the many 
cancellations of fairs across the 
country, Rep. Jimmy Panetta 
(D-CA) and Rep. Billy Long 
(R-MO) urged House leader-
ship on Wednesday to include 
strong support for state and 
county agricultural fairs in the 
next COVID-19 relief package.

Fairs encourage and develop 
the next generation of Ameri-
ca’s food producers, the Con-
gressmen shared in a letter to 
Speaker of the House Nancy 
Pelosi and Minority Leader 
Kevin McCarthy.

“Agricultural producers in 
rural America represent less 
than 1% of the U.S. popula-
tion, and with the average 
age of a farmer being 57 years 
old, it is imperative for us to 
engage and encourage young 
people to pursue agricultur-

al careers. By cultivating a 
passion for agriculture in stu-
dents and supporting begin-
ning farmers and ranchers, 
fairs help build the future of 
agriculture. These exhibitions 
demonstrate to the public and 
the farming community, that 
we do not take for granted the 
work they do to feed us all,” 
the letter said.

FAIRS NEED FUNDING TO 
SURVIVE LOSS OF REVENUE

According to the Interna-
tional Association of Fairs and 
Expositions (IAFE), each year 
the operation of agricultural 
fairs results in $4.67 billion 
for the U.S. economy and 
supports thousands of jobs. 
About 2,000 fairs are held 
in North America each year, 
and large fairs can admit more 
than a million visitors over the 
course of a week or two.

"County and local fairs are 
vitally important to agricul-

ture on the Central Coast, 
providing our producers and 
opportunity to market their 
crops and livestock, and fos-
tering the next generation of 
farmers. They are an econom-
ic engine, as well as a gather-
ing place, for our communi-
ties. Like many institutions, 
fairs have been impacted by 
COVID-19, and Congress 
must ensure their preserva-
tion by providing assistance in 
the next economic relief pack-
age," Panetta said in a release.

Less than one-third of the 
states provide any type of 
funding support for county 
fairs, explained Marla Calico, 
IAFE president and CEO. 

“Even those states provid-
ing some funds will now be 
faced with difficult decisions 
to sustain that funding when 
state revenues have been so 
dramatically impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis. Without 
supplemental aid, the future 

of some fairs and fairgrounds 
facilities are in question," Cal-
ico said.

Dara Tobias, CEO and fair 
manager of the San Benito 
County Fair in California, said 
that out of their county popu-
lation of approximately 60,000 
people, they welcomed over 
48,000 people to their annu-
al events last year. Approxi-
mately 22,000 attended the 
county’s annual agriculture 
fair, and many more attended 
parties, Quinceañeras, horse 
shows, festivals, graduations, 
weddings, family reunions 
and other life celebrations. 

Not only does this create 
jobs for photographers, sup-
ply vendors, food caterers, 
decorators and others, it also 
provides families and commu-
nity members of all ages with 
an affordable place to explore, 
learn, rest, recreate and cele-
brate at the fairgrounds,” To-
bias said. 

“They are the cornerstone 
for many communities and vi-
tal for so many needs,” Tobias 
said. 

FAIR CANCELLATIONS 
SHATTER DREAMS 

When state fairs began an-
nouncing their cancellations 
in late May, many youth ex-
hibitors and livestock breed-
ers shared their disappoint-
ment over the historic news.

“The cancellation of the 
Ohio State Fair was a surpris-
ing and devastating blow to 
the youth livestock program 
in our state,” said Jim McCoy 
of Bloomingburg, Ohio, who 
has been raising pigs and sup-
porting the Ohio State Fair for 
47 years. “Being a family proj-
ect, the time, effort, dollars 
invested in livestock, and all it 
takes to raise them to comple-
tion just scratches the surface 
of all that is involved in a ju-
nior project.”

Alyssa Donich, 18, was 
devastated when the Califor-
nia State Fair canceled due to 
COVID-19.

“I never imagined in a mil-
lion years this is how my se-
nior year show career would 
be. I was looking forward to 
showing at state fair this year 
with my family and friends by 
my side,” Donich said.

In order to protect the fu-
ture of opportunities like 
these, the Congressmen ask 
for the inclusion of relief mea-
sures for this “uniquely Amer-
ican industry.”

“In response to the financial 
distress the COVID-19 crisis 
has placed on America’s fairs, 
and given the importance 
they play in the promotion of 
and development of America’s 
Agribusiness, it is imperative 
that financially stressed fairs 
be provided a lifeline during 
these difficult times,” the letter 
said. 

Fairs deserve COVID-19 relief

ANDERSON MAKES SWEEPS IN RIBBONS AT SHOW

Special to The Prairie Press

Reese Anderson, of Chrisman, showed the champion senior bull calf at the recent Central Illinois Angus Association Preview 
Show.

Special to The Prairie Press

Reese Anderson, of Chrisman, showed the reserve grand champion bull at the 2020 Illinois Junior Angus Association Field 
Day, July 4, at Bloomington.

Special to The Prairie Press

Reese Anderson, left, of Chrisman, was named champion showman at the Illinois Junior Angus Association Field Day July 4 at 
Bloomington. Cody York, right, of Palestine, was the reserve champion.

While the coronavirus 
pandemic was hammering 
global trade earlier this 

year, the 
various 
U.S. 
bureau-
cracies 
devoted 
to trade 
barely 
skipped 
a beat 
before 
returning 
to their 

usual grind.
For example, the U.S. 

and the United Kingdom 
(U.K.) just began talks 
on a bilateral trade pact 
prior to the U.K.’s Oct. 
31 “Brexit” from the Euro-
pean Union (E.U.). Also, 
on July 1, NAFTA 2.0, the 
new-but-not-new North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement, will go into 
effect as scheduled.

What has changed 
drastically, however, is 
trade itself. In short, it’s 
a beaten-up mess, even 
more sickly than the 
economies of key traders 
like the U.S., China and 
the European Union.

 “In the current alter-
nate universe we’re living 
in,” Bloomberg News 
noted June 15, “global 
trade is collapsing and 
the WTO [World Trade 
Organization] and the 
liberal order itself are in a 
true existential crisis.”

 “Liberal order” is a 
little-used phrase in U.S. 
ag circles even though 
almost every American 
farmer and rancher — 
due to their increasing 
dependence on govern-
ment and global markets 
— would be sunk without 
it.

In fact, it isn’t a polit-
ical term; it’s perfectly 
descriptive: The liberal 
order is a rules-based, 
international system 
organized by the U.S. and 
its democratic allies on 
key principles like open 
markets, democracy and 
multilateral institutions 
such as the WTO and 
World Bank. Its broader 
goal is peace and its key 
tool is commerce.

American farmers 
and ranchers have long 
used a colorful phrase to 
explain it more accu-
rately: Hungry people 
don’t shoot their grocers. 
They’re right. Since the 
liberal order’s rise, the 
United States has built 
three generations of 
peaceful farm policy on 
its core foundations: open 
markets, free trade and 
international rules.

The proof is in the post-
war pudding. U.S. farmers 
and ranchers have dom-
inated global ag export 
markets for decades, from 
decidedly anti-democratic 

No one 
ever loves 
the umpire

ALAN
GUEBERT
FARM AND 
FOOD FILE

See GUEBERT, Page 6B
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URBANA — Stronger 
export numbers and lower 
acreage boosted corn prices 
since the end of June. Con-
cerns about demand weak-
ness in ethanol production 
emerged recently. A recov-
ery in economic activity 
helped ethanol plants ramp 
up production as gasoline 
demand increased. Howev-
er, a resurgence in virus in-
cidences threatens ethanol 
production over the short 
run and injects uncertainty 
into long-run prospects, ac-
cording to University of Illi-
nois agricultural economist 
Todd Hubbs.

“Gasoline demand re-
covered to almost 89% of 
pre-coronavirus lockdown 
levels in early July,” Hubbs 
said. “Despite this positive 
development, the recov-
ery in demand flattened 
out over the last few weeks. 
Gasoline stocks began to re-
cede but still sit substantially 
above levels usually seen at 
this time of the year.

“Attempts to reopen the 
economy hit a snag as the 
virus spread rapidly around 
the country after initial 
hopes saw a rapid opening 
in many areas. At 8.648 mil-
lion barrels per day, demand 
recovered substantially from 
the low point of 5.311 mil-
lion barrels per day seen in 
early April. The path back 
to normal gasoline demand 
levels appears stalled. Eth-
anol production followed 
this recovery and will feel 
the implications of flatten-
ing gasoline use,” Hubbs 
added.

Weekly ethanol produc-
tion increased for the 12th 
consecutive week according 
to the EIA ethanol produc-
tion report for July 10. Since 
April 24, ethanol produc-
tion increased by 394,000 
barrels per day to reach 
931,000 barrels. Current 
estimates place production 
capacity near 88% of nor-
mal. Ethanol stocks fell to 
20.6 million barrels from 
the record high 27.7 million 
barrels on April 17.

“Ethanol production 
leveling off over the next 
couple of weeks, as gasoline 
demand plateaus, appears 
likely due to an uptick in 
coronavirus issues in states 
in the South and West. If 
production does slow, it 
places the current estimate 
for corn use in question. Ex-
panded exports could help 
the situation,” Hubbs said.

“Ethanol exports saw 
a drawback as the world 
locked down. Through May, 
ethanol exports sit behind 
last year’s pace by 51 million 
gallons. If this pace contin-
ues through the end of Au-
gust, ethanol exports will 
see a second consecutive 
year of declining totals from 
the peak of 1.632 billion 
gallons during the 2016-17 

Revisiting 
corn use 
for ethanol

See OUTLOOK, Page 6B
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*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes (63281). Standard  S&H added 
per address.  Not valid with other o� ers. Expires 10/31/20. All  purchases subject 
to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy: omahasteaks.com/terms-
of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 1-800-228-9872.  
Photos exemplary of product advertised.

Order Now 1.877.597.7536  |  OmahaSteaks.com/family224

Ask for the Griller’s Bundle 63281CKL

4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignon
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet
$224.91* separately

$7999GET THE GRILLER’S BUNDLE
INTRODUCTORY PRICE:

TENDER
PERFECTLY

GUARANTEED DELICIOUS
&

20 MAIN COURSES
+ SIDES & DESSERT

FREE
+ 4 MORE 
BURGERS

CLINTON

ALL NEW FORD VEHICLES 
SOLD AT INVOICE OR 

BELOW EVERYDAY

FOR SALES SEE
Aarin Lien & Tom Wilson

765-832-3564
jacksoncars.com

335 So. 3rd St.
Clinton, IN

 2016 Buick Enclave
Leather Group

$20,250

2019 Honda Accord
Sport

$25,998

 2016 Chrysler Town & Country
Handicap acceessible Van

$37,000

2019 Nissan Rogue
SV

 $22,879

2020 Ford Expedition
Limited 4x4

$74,700
Minus Rebates!

2015 Subaru Forester
2.5i Premium

$16,490

NEW!NEW!

SavingsSavings
Summer of

When you buy 2 
Rain-X® Latitude®

Water Repellency Wiper Blades
DON’T FORGET WINDSHIELD WASHER FLUID

 

SAVESAVE  $$66

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

(217) 465-8551

Premium Beam

FarmersFarmers
Considering retiring, downsizing, or 

changing careers? 
We are a centennial family farm looking to 

expand so the 4th generation can start 
farming. If you farm in East Central Illinois 

and want to help a young farmer get  
started farming, we would like to talk to you.

Contact
Phone: (217) 791-0185

Email: jacobadams2013.ja@gmail.com

GUEBERT
FROM PAGE 5B

OUTLOOK
FROM PAGE 5B

Cold War enemies like the 
Soviet Union in the 1970s to 
the vast, reawakening giant, 
China, in the 2000s.

But for all its strengths, the 
liberal order is still a delicate 
balancing act. If we want its 
benefits — open markets, 
free trade, and peace — we 
must constantly reinvest to 
maintain its foundations — 
rules, trust in its institutions, 
and strong, unwavering 
American leadership.

Alas, the Trump Adminis-
tration has turned America’s 
traditional leadership role 
in international trade on 
its head. Within hours of 
taking office in 2017 it pulled 
the U.S. out of the nearly 
completed Trans-Pacific Pact, 
a 12-nation trade deal that 
involves about 40 percent of 
global trade. A year later, it 
began a largely phony tariff 
war with Canada, China, 
the European Union, and 
other key food importers that 
remains unresolved today.

But the biggest victim in 
the White House’s ongoing 
undermining of international 
ag trade is the World Trade 
Organization. The WTO is 
like baseball’s home plate 
umpire — few players or fans 
for either side love the ump, 
but there wouldn’t be a game 
without someone ensuring 
fairness.

Long before the pandemic 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA —The first hint 
of lawn rust is often found 
on the bottom of shoes, said 
Chris Enroth, University of 
Illinois Extension horticul-
ture educator. 

Homeowners may notice 
some slight discoloration of 
the lawn, but nothing too 
alarming until they slip off 
their shoes and notice a red-
dish-orange color.

"That's when homeown-
ers call the Extension office 
asking about the strange sub-
stance on their shoes after 
walking through their lawn,” 
Enroth said. 

Many conversations follow 
this pattern: 

WHAT IS IT? 
The orange-red tint is fun-

gal spores from a group of 
related fungi that cause lawn 
disease rust. Kentucky blue-
grass and perennial ryegrass 
are almost exclusively affect-
ed. Rust is more often found 
on lawns with a taller mowing 
height, yet it is mostly cos-
metic.

Rust favors dry soils and 
high humidity conditions, 
including long evening dew 
periods. “Lawn rust typically 

develops later in the sum-
mer and in early fall when 
cool-season lawns are grow-
ing very slowly,” Enroth said.

IS IT SAFE TO WALK ON IT? 
"Yes, it is safe to walk on a 

lawn with rust," Enroth said. 
Rust will not harm humans 
and is more of a nuisance 
than anything else. The fungal 
spores are easily detached and 
will cover just about anything 
that walks or moves over the 
lawn including shoes, pets 
and mowers.

HOW TO GET RID OF IT. 
There are a few ways to re-

duce or eliminate rust. “The 
easiest solution is to just wait 
until cooler weather,” Enroth 
said. “Once growing condi-
tions become more favorable 
to cool-season lawn growth, 
we’ll simply mow off the rust 
and it will no longer be an is-
sue.”

Homeowners may also en-
courage lawn growth using 
fertilizers. Apply 1 pound of 
nitrogen fertilizer per 1,000 
square feet. Rust is common 
on slow-growing grasses. Ni-
trogen will stimulate the lawn 
to grow and surpass rust’s 
slow disease cycle.

“Applying nitrogen in the 

late summer to early fall is a 
good practice and is a recom-
mended part of your cool-sea-
son lawn routine,” Enroth 
said.

CAN  RUST BE PREVENTED? 
Avoid irrigating during the 

evening. Evening watering pro-
longs the dew period, favoring 
rust development. Hollow 
core aerate when lawns are ac-
tively growing in the spring or 
fall. Rust can be more common 
in compacted soils, so aerating 
will relieve soil compaction.

There are species of turfgrass 
that are resistant to rust. Kill-
ing off a lawn and reseeding it 
in rust-resistant turf-type tall 
fescue is one way to prevent 
future rust. Tall fescue is a pop-
ular pasture grass and, recently, 
the turf industry has started 
breeding this species to match 
common lawn grasses. To keep 
Kentucky bluegrass lawns rust 
free, overseed it with new va-
rieties of Kentucky bluegrass 
that are more resistant to rust.

Because lawn rust is mainly 
cosmetic, fungicides are only 
necessary if a homeowner de-
mands a high-quality lawn. 
“There’s no reason to spray an-
other pesticide in the environ-
ment if we really don’t have to,” 
Enroth said.

Dealing with a rusty lawn

marketing year,” he said.
Lower exports to Brazil, In-

dia, and the Philippines hurt 
the pace this year, Hubbs not-
ed.

“Declining Brazilian ex-
ports seem inevitable and 
look to continue as they build 
expanded domestic capacity,” 
he said. “The current pace 
places ethanol exports near 
1.5 billion gallons for the mar-
keting year. A resurgence of 
Chinese buying, as seen with 
other agricultural products 
recently, holds some hope. 
Over the last five marketing 
years, China’s maximum U.S. 
ethanol purchases totaled 208 
million gallons in the 2015-16 
marketing year."

USDA dropped corn use 
for ethanol in the July WAS-
DE report by 50 million bush-
els for this marketing year, 
down to 4.95 billion bushels. 
The current estimate for corn 
use remains feasible, Hubbs 
states.

“Through July 10, if the corn 
conversion rate seen in recent 
months extends into July, corn 
used for ethanol sits near 4.14 
billion bushels,” he says.

Over the remainder of the 
marketing year, the USDA es-
timate requires an additional 
706 million bushels of corn 
use, Hubbs explains. At recent 
conversion rates, this esti-
mate requires approximately 
953,000 barrels per day of 
production for the remainder 
of the marketing year.

“The present estimate sits 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Two major farm shows 
are off the calendar for 2020 
but to fill the gap Farm Prog-
ress is launching the first ever 
Farm Progress Virtual Expe-
rience, or FPVX. This infor-
mation-packed event will be 
powered by Farm Progress 
Show and Husker Harvest 
Days and run three days, Sept. 
15-17.

"The beauty of a virtual 
event is that we will open the 
virtual gates on Sept. 15 with 

a slate of field demos and rich 
content, but once live farmers 
can engage the content all year 
long," said Don Tourte, senior 
vice president, Farm Progress. 
"With this event the farmer 
can virtually stroll through 
more than 500 exhibits in 
their own time, and each ex-
hibitor will have valuable new 
information to share."

The rich information avail-
able in the FPVX will allow 
farmers to engage a range of 
content. And searching the ex-
hibitors will be easy because 
they'll be sorted into the fa-
miliar categories farmers have 
long come to know through 
more than 65 years of taking 
part in Farm Progress events.

The event does kick off with 
something special, made rich-

er in this virtual environment. 
"We're going to have what 

may be the most extensive 
field demonstration program 
we've ever conducted with 
corn harvest, tillage, hay and 
cattle equipment," said Matt 
Jungmann, events manager, 
Farm Progress. "And we'll in-
clude a first-look at a range of 
autonomous tools. And Max 
Armstrong will be on hand 
for the three-day online event 
as the host for this event too."

From videos to easy-to-
access brochures, to quick 
contact information to con-
nect with exhibitors, farmers 
checking in at FPVX will find 
the event is almost as infor-
mation-filled as being on site. 
While it can't replace all the 
great parts of a successful live 

farm show, this new offering 
– free to anyone who attends 
– will provide the informa-
tion needed to keep up on the 
newest tools and technology 
for agriculture.

More information will be 
available as the show date 
nears, and work is already 
underway to pull together a 
virtual farm show experience 
unlike any other. 

"We're not asking farmers 
to just sit by their computers,” 
Jungmann said. “Everything 
we're producing will work on 
your smart phone and tablet, 
so in the heat of harvest when 
you're spending long hours 
on auto-steering, you can see 
what we have to offer."

Farm Progress Show and 
Husker Harvest Days are 

Farm Progress brands. As part 
of Informa Markets, Farm 
Progress is the largest, most 
diversified agriculture infor-
mation business in North 
America. Through a robust 
network of live events, digi-
tal products, data, marketing 
services, broadcasting and lo-
cal and national publications, 
Farm Progress enables the 
nation's most economically 
significant farmers, growers 
and ranchers to connect and 
do business. It serves more 
than 80% of the 2 million 
farms and ranches in the U.S., 
and an estimated 87% of the 
nation's annual agricultur-
al gross domestic product. 
Learn more about Farm Prog-
ress at Marketing.FarmProg-
ress.com.

Farm Progress launches virtual show
 Virtual experience 
will merge the best 
of the top two farm 
shows in the US

began to erode global 
markets, the Trump White 
House began to erode 
the WTO’s role in market 
rule enforcement. Its most 
cutting action occurred 
last year when it blocked 
the nomination of new 
judges to the WTO’s 
dispute resolution forum, 
the Appellate Body. That 
effectively meant the 
WTO was no longer able 
to operate.

Other key global 
traders, sensing an op-
portunity to seize part of 
America’s global authority, 
stepped in to do just that. 
“In January, 17 WTO 
members, including the 
European Union, China, 
and Brazil, began setting 
up a parallel WTO court 
without the U.S,” reported 
Politico June 14.

So where’s that leave 
American farmers and 
ranchers?

Here’s where: The 
pandemic has crushed 
25 percent of the world 
economy; U.S. farm prices 
are stuck in a tariff-dug, 
years-long profitless rut 
leaving producers heavily 
dependent on federal as-
sistance in 2020 and 2021; 
and our ag export com-
petitors and customers are 
now forming their own 
ruling trade organization 
without us.

In short, we’re the pouty 
schoolboy who grabs the 
bat and ball and stomps off 
the field because we don’t 
like the rules. Rules we, in 
fact, wrote.

Worse, we know how 
that game ends.

(Alan Guebert is an 
award-winning agricultural 
journalist and expert who 
was raised on an 720-acre, 
100-cow southern Illinois 
dairy farm. Email him at 
agcomm@farmandfoodfile.
com.)

above recent production lev-
els and hints at the possibility 
of slight further reductions in 
USDA’s corn use numbers,” 
he said. “The magnitude of 
an adjustment at current pro-
duction rates indicates a 10-
15 million bushel drop for 
the current marketing year. A 
significant issue is what a con-
tinued resurgence means for 
next marketing year corn use.”

Ethanol production for the 
next marketing year contains a 
massive amount of uncertain-
ty due to the current econom-
ic outlook, Hubbs noted. At 
present, the USDA forecasts 
corn use for ethanol at 5.2 bil-
lion bushels in 2020-21.

“A forecast of this magnitude 
signals a drop of about 3% for 
the entire marketing year off 
of recent use levels unaffected 
by the economic shock,” he 
said. “The Energy Information 
Agency, in the July short term 
energy outlook, projects eth-
anol production at 5% lower 
than pre-coronavirus produc-
tion levels over the next mar-
keting year.”

After initial lower produc-
tion levels on par with cur-
rent totals, a gradual recovery 
brings production near 1 mil-
lion barrels per day (up from 
710 thousand barrels in 2020 
and down from 1.05 million 
barrels in 2019) through the 
second quarter of 2021.

“An expectation of slight in-
creases covers the remainder 
of the 2020-21 marketing year. 
Corn use for ethanol for the 
2020-21 marketing year under 
recent conversion rates comes 
in near 5.1 billion bushels 
under EIA assumptions, 100 
million bushels lower than the 
current USDA forecast. The 
difference between the two 
projections is not insubstan-
tial,” Hubbs stated.    

“Improving weather pros-
pects and uncertainty about 
the economic outlook holds 
the key to corn price develop-
ments over the near term,” he 
concluded. “The importance 
of ethanol as a corn demand 
source remains crucial. As we 
move into the next marketing 
year, economic activity needs 
to improve to maintain this 
fundamental driver of corn 
prices.”

Not advertising is like  
blowing kisses in the dark. 

You know what you’re doing,  
but no one else does!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $70.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

Spencers- Siding, soffit, fascia, 
flat roofs Phone 217-264-1567

Hancock, 5 family garage sale
 105 McArthur, Paris 
Aug. 7  8 to 4 & Aug. 8  8-12
Toys: Turtles, Scooby Doo, Star 
Wars, Power Rangers, Batman, 
Cars, Disney. Books, DVDs, 
furniture, small appliances, 
Longaberger baskets, old crocks, 
linens, clothing, kids, womens, 
mens - xxl, tv, karaoke machine 
and more!!

Rummage Sale 802 Marshall St.
Fri. 7/24 9-5 & Sat 7/25 9-12  
In back inside garage
Too much to list

The Village of Ridge Farm is 
accepting applications for a 
full-time Village maintenance 
worker. Must be 18 years old and 
have a valid drivers license. 
Please submit resumes to 
villageofridgefarm@gmail.com or 
by mail to the Village Of Ridge 
Farm PO Box 350 Ridge Farm, 
Illinois 61870

Quanex Building Products. 
Onsite Interviews Every Thursday 
in July 9am to 1:30pm. 13323 IL 
Hwy 133, Paris IL

Pleasant Meadows Senior 
Living in Chrisman has a 
part-time position open in our 
Activity Department. Hours will 
vary, every other weekend is 
required and must work some 
holidays. If you are interested in 
a fun career, please email your 
resume to ad@pleasantmeadows.
org or call 217-269-2396 and ask 
for the Activity Director.

Gerrie’s Italian in Clinton 
is hiring servers and kitchen 
positions. Apply Monday through 
Thursday at 545 N 9th St, Clinton, IN

Maintenance Technician                                  
Pay starting at 17.94 per hour
Night shift differential pay.
Vacation and paid holidays,
medical, dental, vision, and life 
insurance, 401k company match.
Work for an essential business!
For more details or to apply online 
visit
www.milkspecialties.com/careers
1977 South Central Ave
Paris, IL 61944

Kansas Community Unit School 
District #3 is looking for a 
Special Education Teacher for the 
seventh through twelfth grades.  
Please submit letter of interest, 
resume and references to Cindy 
Spencer, Principal, Kansas 
Schools, P.O. Box 350, Kansas, 
IL  61933 or email to spencerc@
kansas.k12.il.us.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Home for rent - Available Aug 1st 
Nice 2 BR, 1 BA home. References 
required. No pets. $625+dep. 

217-264-1379 leave message.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Very nice 2 bdrm apartment 
on East Lake for rent. Includes 
washer, dryer and dishwasher. 
Water, sewer and trash paid.  
$650 month plus deposit. Call 
217-466-8210

For Rent- 2 bedroom, 1 bath, end 
unit, eat in kitchen, appliances 
furnished, off street parking, trash 
included. $525 a month $525 
deposit 1 year lease. No smoking 
no pets. Call 217-264-2850

*** THE BOAT DOCK ***
 We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV ***  
We buy/consign used Campers & 
RV’s! 217-583-4023
 www.colmansrv.com

WANTED TO BUY
Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In Probate

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF KAREN L. MILLER, DECEASED  

No.  2020-P-24

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION-CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death 
of KAREN L. MILLER, of Paris, 
Edgar County, Illinois.  LETTERS 
OF OFFICE were issued on June 
25, 2020, to Teresa Switzer, 218 
Mahan Drive, Paris, IL 61944, 
as Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney of record is Cara 
C. Shoaff, Shoaff & Vandeventer, 
LLC, PO Box 250, Casey, IL 62420.   

The Estate will be administered 
without court supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/28-4) 
any interested person terminates 
Independent Administration at 
any time by mailing or delivering a 
Petition to Terminate to the Clerk.

Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, IL 61944, or 
with the representative, or both, 
on or before January, 2021 or, if 
mailing or delivery of a notice from 
the representative is required by 
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act 
of 1975, the date stated in that 
notice.  Any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered by 
the claimant to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been filed.

DATED July 2, 2020.

TERESA SWITZER, INDEPENDENT 
 ADMINISTRATOR

ARDC# 6293029
Cara C. Shoaff, Attorney at Law
Shoaff & Vandeventer, LLC
11 East Main St., P.O. Box 250
Casey, IL 62420
Tel. (217) 609-0111
E-Mail:  shoaff@sandvlaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS, IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of  
DAVID C. MITCHELL, deceased 
   

No. 2020-P-22

CLAIM NOTICE
 
Notice is given of the death of 
DAVID C. MITCHELL of Chrisman, 
Edgar County, Illinois.  Letters of 
Office were issued on June 3, 2020, 
to HEATHER R. JOHNSON, 15 
Poplar Drive, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
as Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney is Drew P. Griffin, 
of Jones & Griffin Law Offices, 
P.C., 110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8, 
Paris, Illinois 61944.
Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before January 11, 2021, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
DATED this 11th day of July, 2020.

HEATHER R. JOHNSON, 
Independent Administrator of the 
Estate of DAVID C. MITCHELL, 
deceased

Drew P. Griffin
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C.
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8              
Paris, IL 61944     
Tele: (217) 465-7525                           
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

INVITATION FOR BID

The Housing Authority of 
the County of Edgar, Illinois 
will receive sealed bids for 
Roofing Replacement funded 
under Modernization Program No. 
IL01P120-501-19 at Project IL-120-
1/Paris in Edgar County, Illinois. 
Bids shall be submitted in a single 
lump sum proposal.

Bids will be received until 2:00 
p.m., prevailing time on the 11t h 
day of August 2020, at the office 
of the Public Housing Authority, 
(PHA), 604 E. Highland Drive, 
Paris, IL 61944, at which time 
and place all bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.

No Prebid Meeting has been 
scheduled. Parties interested in 
visiting the sites to review the 
project shall make arrangements 
with the PHA prior to visiting the 
property.

Proposal forms and contract 
documents, including plans and 
specifications, are on file at the 
office of the Housing Authority 
and at the office of Eggemeyer 
Associates Architects, Inc., 3029 
South Park Ave./P. O. Box 640, 
Herrin, Illinois 62948; Phone 
No.:(618)988-2380; Website: 
www.eaarchitects.com. Contract 
documents are also on file at the 
following plan rooms:

Dodge Data and Analytics       
Arlington, TX

Greater Peoria Contractors Plan 
Room 
Peoria, IL

Copies of the documents are 
available at the office of the 
Architect by depositing a check 
with the Architect in the amount of 
$50.00 for each set of documents 
so obtained, made payable to the 
Housing Authority of the County 
of Edgar, Illinois. Such deposit will 
be refunded to each bidder who 
returns the plans, specifications 
and other documents in good con-
dition to the Housing Authority or 
to the Architect within fourteen 
(14) days after bid opening. Partial 
sets may be purchased at the cost 
of photocopying and shipping 
cost upon completion of a request 
for partial plans/specifications 
form and submitting to the 
Architect. Documents may also be 
downloaded from the Architect’s 
website for bidding purposes only.

In accordance with Clause No. 9, 
Bid Guarantee, of the Instructions 
to Bidders, all bids must be 
accompanied by a negotiable 
bid guarantee in the form of a 
certified check or bank draft, 
payable to the Housing Authority 
of the County of Edgar, Illinois, 
U.S. Government Bonds at par 
value, or a satisfactory bid bond 
executed by the Bidder and 
acceptable sureties in an amount 
equal to five percent (5%) of the 
bid. The surety company must be 
authorized to do business in the 
state where the project is located 
and must be acceptable to the 
Government. If the bid guarantee 
is not submitted with the bid, the 
PHA will reject the bid.

Proposals shall be made on unal-
tered bid forms which are incor-
porated herein. All blank spaces 
shall be completed. Proposals 
shall be signed with name typed 
below signature. When bidder is 
a corporation, proposals must be 
signed with the legal name of the 
corporation followed by the name 
of the state of incorporation and 
the legal signature of an officer 
authorized to bind the corporation 

to a contract.

The successful bidder will be 
required to furnish and pay for 
satisfactory performance and 
payment bond or bonds accept-
able to the Housing Authority all 
in accordance with Clause No. 10, 
Assurance of Completion, of the 
Instructions to Bidders.

Attention is called to the pro-
visions for equal employment 
opportunity and that payment 
of not less than the minimum 
salaries and wages as set forth in 
the Specifications must be paid 
on this project. Any State rate 
that exceeds the corresponding 
Federal rate is inapplicable and 
shall not be enforced. All bidders 
shall submit with each bid, the 
Contractor’s Affirmative Action 
Certification to comply with the 
provision for equal employment 
opportunity.

Representations, Certifications 
and Other Statements of Bidders, 
Form HUD-5369-A shall be sub-
mitted with the bid.

Bidders shall carefully examine 
the documents and construction 
site to obtain firsthand knowl-
edge of the existing condition. 
Contractors will not be given extra 
payments for conditions which 
can be determined by examining 
the site and documents.

The Housing Authority reserves 
the right to reject any or all bids 
or to waive any informalities in the 
bidding.

No bid shall be withdrawn for a pe-
riod of sixty days (60) subsequent 
to the opening of bids without the 
consent of the Housing Authority.

Housing Authority of the County 
of Edgar, Illinois Date: July 11, 
2020 
By: Scott Barrett
Title: Executive Director

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
EDGAR COUNTY - IN PROBATE 

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF HILDA WYATT,                     
Deceased. 

No. 2020-P-28

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 

- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death of 
HILDA WYATT of Chrisman, Illinois. 
Letters of office were 
issued on July 2, 2020, to MARK 
ALAN WYATT, of 23505N 1750th 
St, Chrisman IL 61924 and 
SHARON KAY LORENZEN, of 
19247 N 1925th St, Chrisman, 
L 61924, whose attorney is 
RICHARD L. JAMES, 
328 N Central, PO Box 820, Paris, 
IL 61944. 
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Edgar County, Paris, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before January 18, 
2021, and any claims not filed 
within that period are barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within ten (10) days after 
it has been filed. 

DATED: July 7, 2020

MARK ALAN WYATT and SHARON 
KAY LORENZEN, 
Representatives

By: RICHARD L. JAMES 
Attorney 
#1323156 
RICHARD L. JAMES 
Attorney at Law 
328 N Central PO Box 820 
Paris, L 61944 
Telephone No. 217/465-2529 
rli@rjameslaw.com

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on August 6, 
2020, to satisfy liens held on de-
linquent accounts located at the 
below properties and ending at 
the assigned times.  The auction 

is an online auction conducted at 
www.storagetreasures.com.

610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 
12:00 PM CST:
BRANDI S GOBIN 309-167
CHARNEE B DUNN 309-044

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF ILLINOIS 
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS 

IN THE INTEREST OF 
A, S., a Minor 

2020-JA-8 

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
To: Eric Castulik, Respondent 
Father, address unknown 
Any or All Unknown Fathers 

Take notice that on the 26th 
day of May, 2020, a Petition for 
Adjudication of Wardship was filed 
under the Juvenile Court Act by 
the Edgar County State’s Attorney, 
in the Circuit Court of Edgar 
County, Paris, Illinois entitled: In 
the Interest of A.S., 2020-JA-8. In 
the courtroom of Judge Matthew 
Sullivan, Courtroom #1, Edgar 
County Courthouse, 115 W. Court 
Street Paris, Illinois, on the 28th 
day of July, 2020, at the hour of 
1:30 pm, or as soon thereafter as 
this case may be heard, a hearing 
on the Petition for Adjudication of 
Wardship will be held. 
NOW, THEREFORE, unless you 
and All Whom It May Concern 
file your answer to the Petition in 
this action or otherwise file your 
appearance herein in the hearing 
on said date and at said hour and 
show cause against the Petition, 
the allegations of the Petition may 
stand admitted against you and 
an Order or Judgment by Default 
may be entered against you for 
the relief asked in the Petition. 
You must also know that upon ser-
vice of this Notice by Publication, 
you will not be entitled to further 
written or publication notice of 
proceedings in this case, except 
as required by Supreme Court 

Rule 11, which provides that notice 
is to be sent through regular mail 
to the attorney of record of a party 
or to a party’s address of record 
with the court, when he is not 
represented by an attorney. 

Dated this  16th day of July, 2020. 

Angela R Barrett 
Clerk of the Circuit Court

ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

LEGAL NOTICE STATE OF 
ILLINOIS IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CURCUIT, EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS Probate Division In the 
Matter of the Estate of Barbara 
Le Hays, Deceased Case No. 
2020 P 11 Claim Notice. Notice 
is given of the death of Barbara 
Le Hays, of Durham County, 
North Carolina. Letters of Office 
were issued on March 19, 2020 
to: Lloyd P. Hays and Richard B. 
Hays whose attorney is: Candice 
B. Minjares, Kennon Craver, PLLC, 
4011 University Drive Suite 300 
Durham, North Carolina 27707. 
Claims against the estate may 
be filed within six months from 
the date of first publication. Any 
claim not filed within six months 
from the date of first publication 
or claims not filed within three 
months from the date of mailing 
or delivery of Notice to Creditor, 
whichever is later, shall be barred. 
Claims may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of Circuit Court Edgar 
County- Probate Administration 
at 115 W. Court Street Room M. 
Paris, Illinois 61944, or with the 
representatives or both. Copies 
of claims filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to their attorney 
within ten days after it has been 
filed. Angie Barrett Clerk of the 
Circuit Court Published in The 
Prairie Press Jul 25, Aug 1, Aug 8, 
posted 07/25/2020

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

Online Only Auction 
Marcella Johnson Estate

Bidding opens
Wednesday, July 15 - Wednesday, July 29

Begins to close at 6 p.m. (IL)
Go to calliebaber.hibid.com to register

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach homes 
and businesses in Edgar County, three heavy-duty, all-weather 
signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 fluorescent green 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale checklist, sales 
record form.  All for $10.00!!!! 

22298 N. Hwy 1  • Marshall, IL
FOR SALE BY OWNERFOR SALE BY OWNER

3 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 
approx. 1700 sq. ft., fireplace, 2 car 

attached garage, basement, new 
flooring, new furnace

Call (217) 826-3100 to view this home

Turn those 
unwanted 
items into 

cash.
Sell them 

in the 
Classifieds!
They may be 
just the thing 

someone
else is

looking for.

bookkeeper@prairiepress.net
101 N. Central Ave., Paris • 217-921-3216
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BY GARY HENRY 
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN — Chrisman 
band instructor Jeff Nelson is 
taking on the additional role 
of dean of students, and he has 
designed a new disciplinary 
approach for dealing with stu-
dents. 

“The vast majority of kids in 
this school won’t need it,” said 
Nelson. “Those who do mess 
up will probably only need to 
see the dean once.”

Nelson discussed his phi-

losophy for dealing with stu-
dents during the Monday, July 
13, Chrisman school board 
meeting. What he hopes to 
establish is a multi-layered in-
tervention to modify behavior 
before jumping to punitive 
measures such as suspension 
or expulstion.

For Nelson, it is about 
educating students so they 
understand what is expected 
of them. He explained teach-
ers and administrators have 
been trained in techniques for 
maintaining classroom order 
but students have not had the 
same training.

His approach starts with 
the premise that every student 
has two connected responsi-
bilities at school.

The first responsibility is to 
learn. That means every stu-
dent has a right to learn and ev-
ery teacher has a right to teach.

The second responsibility is 
getting along with others.

If a student is disruptive 
in class, that violates both re-
sponsibilities because it pre-
vents the teacher from teach-
ing, violates other students’ 
right to lean and is evidence 
the student is not getting 
along with others.

Restorative justice is anoth-
er element of his approach. 
This means a student that 
messes up has a chance to 
make amends.

“I was raised if you did 
something wrong to a person, 
you had to make it right,” said 

Nelson.
Such an approach is fluid 

rather than having fixed pun-
ishments. Nelson said what 
happens will vary by case and 
the severity of the offense and 
resolution will frequently be 
determined by a negotiation 
between the dean, the offend-
er, that student’s parents, plus 
the teacher or an aggrieve stu-
dent must agree to the nature 
of the restorative act. 

Parent involvement is a goal 
even if it is nothing more than 
a call to inform a parent their 
child was referred for disci-
pline. Nelson said parents will 
get called every time there 
is an incident brought to the 
dean’s attention.

He also stressed students 

sent for discipline will have 
a right to tell their side of the 
story and complaints will be 
investigated.

Something he wants to 
avoid are suspensions, which 
he said are not effective for a 
student that does not want to 
be in school in the first place 
and are detrimental to student 
learning.

“The biggest problem is stu-
dents losing time in class,” said 
Nelson. “I will try to get them 
back into class with the un-
derstanding that actions have 
consequences.”

A point system measuring 
behavior provides the pro-
gram’s teeth.. Each student 
starts every quarter with 100 
points, which are deductible 

based on the severity of an 
offense. Students run the risk 
of lost privileges if their point 
level drops below 80.

Students with declining 
points may find themselves 
eating lunch with Nelson in 
his office instead of socializ-
ing with friends in the lunch-
room. Other possibilities are 
the loss of a parking permit, 
the ability to participate in ex-
tracurricular activities or not 
being allowed to waive final 
exams.

“If a student falls below the 
point level, the dean will be 
talking to the coaches about 
the problem of in-school be-
havior,” said Nelson. “Edu-
cation is the most important 
thing.”

Chrisman adds dean of students to administration
Restorative justice 
is about teaching 
responsibility with 
discipline to youths

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Dem-
ocrat Boosters Club recently 
awarded six scholarships for 
the 2020-2021 school year to 
area students. The scholarships 
were awarded to:  Xavier Holt, 
Kimbra Pinnell, Carley Wil-
son, Olivia Brown, Chelsea 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MANHATTAN, Kan. 
— Local resident Dakota 
Shelton of Kansas received a 
master of arts in teaching as 
part of the 2020 graduation at 
Kansas State University.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Morning TOPS #IL 1563 
met Thursday July 9, for the first 
weigh-in since March 12. Club 
members wore masks and prac-
ticed social distancing for the 
weigh-in.  

Those that could relocated 
to Twin Lakes Park for a short 

TOPS resumes meeting

Democrat club awards 
students scholarships

Allen-LaBaume and Johnna 
Armstrong-Watson. Schol-
arship awardees are normal-
ly recognized during the Ice 
Cream Social on Democrat 
Day at the Edgar County 
Fair; however, both the fair 
and the social were canceled 
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic.  

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

DANVILLE — Lakeview 
College of Nursing has formed 
a chapter of Sigma Theta Tau 
International Honor Society of 
nursing.

A virtual induction ceremo-
ny was conducted in June for 
the 21 people forming the new 
Alpha Alpha Delta Chapter. 
Among the inductees were: 
Brittany Lawson of Paris and 
Rita Wallace of Marshall.

Women 
join nursing 
sorority

Shelton 
earns MA

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

WASHINGTON — Two 
of the British ISIS terrorists 

dubbed the “Beatles” further 
incriminated themselves in the 
mistreatment of Western hos-
tages in Syria, including Amer-

icans Kayla Mueller and James 
Foley, in interviews obtained 
exclusively by NBC News.

In the interviews, the two 

Terrorists admit involvement in captivity of Kayla Mueller, James Foley

StayStay
ConnectedConnected

217-921-321  • 101 N. Central Ave., Paris  

Digital $34.99 for 1 year

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN — An effort 
to dismiss Chrisman’s part-
time police chief Jordan Hale 
failed during the Wednesday, 
July 23, city council meeting.

The effort followed a sug-
gestion by Commissioner 
Brian Haddix that a copy of 
the city’s ordinance book be 
given to city’s police depart-
ment with a requirement the 
officers memorize it. 

Haddix said he asked Hale 
to take action against a res-
ident who had a trash fire 
burning around 10 p.m. and 
Hale claimed there was no 
violation of city ordinances 
occurring.

“I went home spent time 
going through the ordinance 
book and there was a viola-
tion,” said Haddix. “If I can 
find it, then the police should 
too.”

Hale told the council he 

went to the residence in ques-
tion per Haddix’s request 
and found a recreational fire, 
which city ordinances permit. 
The police chief said wood 
was the only material he ob-
served being burned and no 
trash was in the fire.

The two men also went back 
and forth over Hale’s refusal to 
sign a complaint related to the 
incident. Hale said Haddix, as 
health commissioner, also had 
the authority to sign the com-
plaint.

Haddix demanded Hale re-
sign immediately, which Hale 
refused to do. Hale said only 
Mayor Dan Owen, who has 
oversight responsibility for the 
police department, can ask for 
his resignation.

Haddix then made a mo-
tion the council dismiss Hale 
from his position as police 
chief. Commissioner Rodney 
Wolfe seconded the motion. 
The motion failed on a tie vote 

with Haddix and Wolfe voting 
to dismiss, and commissioners 
Thad Crispin and Tyler Alex-
ander voting no. Mayor Owen 
was not present.

It must be noted the agenda 
for the meeting did not include 
any reference to the police 
chief ’s position. According to 
the Illinois Attorney General’s 
website providing information 
about the Open Meetings Act, 
a public body may discuss is-
sues not listed on the agenda, 
but no action may be taken 
regarding items not on the 
agenda.  

The only reference to the po-
lice department on the agenda 
was the hiring of a part-time 
officer. That action was tabled 
following a motion by Haddix 
and Wolfe. They said the city 
is currently searching for a full-
time police chief, and it should 
be up to that person regarding 
who to hire.

Wolfe and Alexander also 

got into a verbal sparring match 
during the meeting. Wolfe re-
ported receiving a complaint 
from a resident who found the 
city office closed over the noon 
hour. He said the clerical work-
ers are supposed to stagger 
their lunch breaks so the office 
is continually open between 
the hours of 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Alexander agreed that is 
the policy, but he objected to 
Wolfe not passing the com-
plaint to him for investigation 
and remediation as a first step. 
Alexander has oversight of the 
city’s clerical staff.

All commissioners, Alexan-
der said, have a responsibility 
when they receive a complaint 
to share it with the commis-
sioner responsible for that 
area rather than bring it up in 
a board meeting and catch ev-
eryone by surprise.

“It’s not fair to throw the em-
ployees under the bus until the 
supervisor has a chance to talk 

to them,” said Alexander.
The council did get some 

things done at the meeting.
Dumpster Days were set 

as Sept. 11, 12 and 13 during 
which the city pays to have a 
dumpster in town and resi-
dents can dispose of unwanted 
items.

Haddix reported multiple 
letters have gone out to proper-
ty owners regarding unmowed 
lots and deteriorated buildings 
and nothing is happening. He 
said city workers have mowed 
the grass once a month around 
a derelict house on Jackson 
Street. 

City clerk Dena Burns said 
the owner of the Jackson Street 
house lives in Chicago, but she 
does not know what is happen-
ing to the registered letters sent 
to that address informing the 
owner the property is in viola-
tion of city ordinances. Burns 
said the post office has not re-
turned any signed slips show-

ing receipt of the registered 
letters or the letters themselves 
as undeliverable.

“It’s time to get the attorney 
involved,” said Haddix, and 
Burns was instructed to turn 
the matter over to city attorney 
Robert Morris for enforce-
ment.

The council approved a 
plan from Dan Moore as rep-
resentative of the Woodland 
Cemetery Board. Moore said 
the cemetery board is willing 
to pay for decorative strips to 
weave into the chain link fence 
surrounding the city’s sewage 
treatment plant.

“We will pay for everything,” 
said Moore. “When there is a 
funeral service in the cemetery, 
the sewer plant is an eyesore.”

Crispin reported demolition 
of the pavilion in Centennial 
Park is complete.

“We are getting that cleaned 
up and waiting on the engi-
neers for more designs,” said 

Tempers flare over trash fire at Chrisman city meeting

men, Alexanda Kotey and El 
Shafee Elsheikh, for the first 
time admitted their involve-
ment in the captivity of Muel-
ler, an aid worker who was 
tortured and sexually abused 
before her death in 2015.

Kotey said, "She was in a 
room by herself that no one 
would go in."

Elsheikh got into more de-
tail, saying, "I took an email 
from her myself," meaning 
he got an email address the 
Islamic State militant group 
could use to demand ransom 
from the family. "She was in 
a large room, it was dark, and 
she was alone, and … she was 
very scared."

In one email reviewed by 
NBC News, ISIS demanded 
the Muellers pay 5 million eu-
ros and threatened that if the 
demands weren’t met, they 
would send the family a pic-
ture of Kayla's dead body.

Elsheikh also implicat-
ed himself in the abuse of 
American James Foley. “I 
didn't choke Jim,” he said. “If 
I choked Jim I would say I 
choked him. I mean, I've — 
I've hit him before. I've hit 
most of the prisoners before.”

He said that sometimes Fo-
ley let himself become a tar-

get to make sure hostages got 
enough food. Said Elsheikh, 
“If the guard would ask, ‘Is 
the food enough?" some of 
the other prisoners were very 
timid. It was always him who 
would say, ‘It's not enough’” 
and take the risk of retaliation 
from guards.

Kotey and Elsheikh are 
both in U.S. military custo-
dy in Iraq amid questions 
over how and when they will 
face justice. U.S. and British 
authorities say the so-called 
“Beatles” were responsible 
for 27 killings, including the 
beheadings of Americans Fo-
ley, Steven Sotloff and Peter 
Kassig, and British aid work-
ers David Haines and Alan 
Henning.

The families of American 
hostages murdered by ISIS 
tell NBC News they are urg-
ing the Trump administration 
to try them in a U.S. civilian 
court.

"They did so much horror 
to so many people," Mueller's 
mother, Marsha Mueller, said. 
"They need to be brought 
here. They need to be prose-
cuted. The other thing that's 
really important to me about 
this is I need information 
about Kayla. We know so little 

about what happened to her."
She added, "I believe these 

two have more information 
than they're sharing with us. 
And I believe that we would 
find out more if they were 
brought here."

"They're admitting that 
they were there," the girl’s fa-
ther, Carl Mueller, said. "And 
of course, they're not going to 
tell the dark side of the story.”

The U.S. families published 
an opinion piece in The Wash-
ington Post on Thursday im-
ploring the Department of 
Justice to bring the two men 
to the United States for pros-
ecution.

In captivity, Kayla Mueller 
was taken to live with a senior 
ISIS official, and was raped by 
the former ISIS leader, Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi, U.S. offi-
cials have said. Baghdadi killed 
himself with a suicide vest as 
he was being chased last fall by 
American commandos during 
a raid in northwest Syria.

Kayla Mueller is believed to 
have died in 2015 in what ISIS 
said was a Jordanian airstrike. 
How she was killed has never 
been confirmed.

In a 2018 interview with the 
BBC, Kotey and Elsheikh had 
denied ever meeting Kayla.

REUSE
the news

meeting, and a short pro-
gram by Sue English about 
rededication.

Club members recog-
nized were: TOPS best los-
er, Jan Poynter; and KOPS 
best loser, Saunny Preston.     

TOPS #IL 1563 meets 
every Thursday at the High-
land Manor Community 
Room, with weigh-ins be-
ginning at 8 a.m. and the 
meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
Visitors and new members 
are always welcome. Call  a 
251-5190 for information.
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 OUR FAIR MAY NOT BE  
THE SAME THIS YEAR, BUT  

DIMOND BROS.  
COMMITMENT TO THE  
COMMUNITY NEVER 

CHANGES!
Congratulations 4-H participants  
on your hard work and good luck  

at the virtual auction. 

Dimond Bros

111 Sheriff St.  |  Paris, IL 61944
217-465-5041  |  Dimond.Bros.com

AUTO  |  HOME  |  LIFE  |  HEALTH  |  FARM  
COMMERCIAL  |  WORKERS COMPENSATION  |  BONDS

City of Paris,
Mayor Craig Smith, City Council & Staff
206 S. Central Ave. • Paris, IL

We are proud of
our 4-H Members

Good Luck!

Gladding & Blue                     
1014-548HO

217-465-8320                     

Wishing all 4-HWishing all 4-H
MembersMembers

the bestthe best

Welcome to the 4-H Showcase
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-News is 
proud to continue our longtime support for 
the Edgar County 4-H program with this spe-
cial section — the 4-H Showcase.

In this time of COVID-19 and the pan-
demic, we applaud the University of Illinois 
Extension and leaders throughout Illinois 
for providing opportunities for the youngest 
Cloverbuds (ages 5-7 years) to those who are 
aging out in 2020 to show their projects in a 
virtual format.

Since 4-H was created in Edgar County in 
the  early 20th century, hundreds — perhaps 
thousands — of children and teens have par-
ticipated. While 4-H began as a rural activity, it  
now serves youth in rural, urban and suburban 
communities in every state across the nation.

4-H clubs are easy to start. All you need is 
an adult volunteer and five to six members 
who agree to meet at least six times a year.

What you’ll find in this special showcase 
edition are the pictures of the 4-H’ers who 
are participating in the county’s virtual fair. 
In addition to livestock, you’ll see pictures 
of cooking projects, garden projects, sewing 

and many others.
The Edgar County 4-H Association is 

sponsoring an online auction to support 
the 4-H’ers who are participating in the vir-
tual fair. Instructions on how to register for 
the online auction — scheduled from 8 a.m. 
Monday, Aug. 3 until 3 p.m. Aug. 4 — can be 
found on page 3 of this section. 

Before the sale, the Edgar County 4-H As-
sociation is sponsoring the Route 1 Shootout 
livestock show beginning at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 1, at the Edgar County 4-H grounds. 
Entry fee is $20 per head and will feature a 
beading and market swine show,  market 
sheep and  goat show and heifer and market 
beef show.

The 4-H pledge perhaps says it best as your 
youth nativigate through these unsettling 
times for our county, state and country. 

“I pledge my HEAD to clearer thinking, 
my HEART to greater loyalty, my HANDS to 
larger service, and my HEALTH to better liv-
ing, for my club, my community, my country, 
and my world.”

We will publish a second special section 
Aug. 15 to highlight all of the winners of the 
virtual fair and the Route 1 Shootout.
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A t t e n t i o n A t t e n t i o n 
4-H Supporters4-H Supporters

Edgar County 4-H Association would like to invite you to take part in the Edgar County 4-H Livestock & Food Auction 
to support the youth participating in this year’s virtual Edgar County 4-H Fair. 

The auction will be held online through sconlinesale.com beginning Monday, August 3 at 8 AM and end at 3 PM Tuesday, August 4. 
Due to Covid-19, there will be no exchange of animals or food.

Go to www.sconlinesale.com by selecting the “register” tab and creating an account. You will be asked for a phone number when registering.  
Please be sure to use a cell phone number, as a verification code will be sent to your phone.  You will need this verification code to complete 
the registration.  The final step of the verification process is to provide a valid credit card number. This is for security purposes only, unless 
you choose at payment time to leave your purchase on that credit card.

Once you have created an account and logged in, you will click any of the four tabs (cattle, pigs, sheep/goats, rabbits/poultry) to find our 
auction. The food auction will be found here as well. You can then 
begin bidding on the project(s) and exhibitor(s) of your choice.  Text alerts will be sent to you if your bid is raised.  Once the sale is over, you 
will receive your invoice via email with payment instructions.  

If the online bidding option does not work for you, you can support the youth with a donation or add-on premium to an exhibitor of your 
choice OR by contributing to the “Dirt Poor Farmers Fund.” This fund was created so each 4-H member receives an adequate premium. The 
Edgar County 4-H Association will distribute the fund amongst the exhibitors. Payment for donations, add-on premiums or the “Dirt Poor 
Farmers Fund” will be made by check payable to Edgar County 4-H Association.

If you plan to donate additional premiums, please try to do so in advance – it is easier for bookkeeping. These donations/add-ons, along 
with a check, need to be sent to Penny Peterson at 19696 E 1050th Rd, Paris, IL 61944, before August 1, 2020. Checks are to be made 
payable to: Edgar Country 4-H Association

Please contact 4-H Association members, 
Tom Webster at 217-251-2392 or Randy Peterson at 812-249-6257.  

Sincerely,
Edgar County 4-H Association:  Angie Hamilton, Penny Peterson, Bradley Cash, Dale Cash, Cliff Macke, Kristen Trogdon, Adam Harms, 
Randy Peterson, Tom Webster, James Bennett, Bryce Kohlmeyer, Stephen Bowyer, Wyatt Williamson, John McMullen

**Upcoming Show**
Route 1 Shootout 
Livestock Show

August 1, 2020  10 a.m.
At the Edgar County 4-H Fairgrounds

Sponsored by the Edgar County 4-H Association

Eligible Illinois Counties: Edgar, Clark, 
Vermilion, & Crawford

• Breeding and Market Swine Show
• Market Sheep and Goat Show

•Breeding Heifer and Market Show

$20 per head Entry Fee/ CASH Only
Exhibitors 21 years of age or younger

Contact: Tom Webster- 217-251-2392; 
Randy Peterson 812-249-6257; Adam Harms 217-369-3606;  

Kristen Trogdon 580-281-0037; Angie Hamilton 217-712-0259

Be sure to like our NEW Edgar County 4-H Association Facebookpage
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Dr. Wilson and Staff
Edgar Co. VetEdgar Co. Vet

412 Augustus St, Paris, IL  •  (217) 466-6777

4-H 
Grows Here

Edgar County Fair Board of Directors
Mary Lou, Mary Liz, Terri, Rick, Tracy, Carol, Dale, 

Diane, Shannon, Kyle, Brad & Justin

Good Luck Good Luck 

4-H Members
210 W. Washington St.

Paris, IL

465-8511 465-8511 

Supporting Supporting 
Local 4-H Local 4-H 

ClubsClubs

   362 E. 4th St. • Clinton, IN 47842 • (765) 832-7654  

Proudly serving Paris, Clinton, 
Rockville and the entire 

Wabash Valley

4-H
More than 

you 
imagined!

Wishing all 4-Hers 
a great season!
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Cargill Cargill 
proudlyproudly  

supports oursupports our

Edgar Edgar 
County County 

4-H4-H
MembersMembers

“Helping Farmers “Helping Farmers 
Prosper”Prosper”

www.cargillag.comwww.cargillag.com

Paris Mill Customer Service   •   217-466-7766
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Kansas/Mays Station
3240 IL HWY 16 • Kansas, IL 61933

217-948-5739

Skills that
will last a 

Lifetime
Good Luck
4-Her’s

MEMBERFirstNeighbor.com
FIRST NEIGHBOR BANK, N.A.

With locations in
Casey, Charleston, Greenup
Mattoon, Neoga, Newman,

Toledo and Tuscola

411 E JASPER ST
PARIS, ILLINOIS

217.463.1111

Keeping Edgar County Keeping Edgar County Beautiful! Beautiful! 
  

Family Owned and Family Owned and 

Operated Since 19
50

Operated Since 19
50

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

Good luck to all Good luck to all 

4-H Participants4-H Participants

Residential  • Commercial
Industrial  •  Waste Removal

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

SupportingSupporting
our 4-H Memebers

303. E. Wood Street 
Paris, IL 61944                              

  (217) 465-6311  (217) 465-6311

(217) 463-1400 • 1977 S. Central, Paris 

Good Luck 4-Her's
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT
with kasasa rewards*

Alone we can 
do so little.

Together we can
do so much.

- Hellen Keller

*SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

OPEN A KASASA REWARDS ACCOUNT ONLINE

BANKPROSPECT.COM

(217)465-5282 

science
for the soilGood LuckGood Luck

Edgar County 4-Her’s
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firstmid.com

Serving you in Edgar County
PARIS  101 S. Central Avenue  |  465-6381

Financial Solutions
for every step of life.

CALL US TODAY AT 
844-718-1882

to schedule your ride

Local and regional transportation access in Paris, 
Marshall, Mattoon Champaign, and beyond!

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.  •  Paris, IL

(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri  7 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m

to all the 4-H Virtual to all the 4-H Virtual ExhibitorsExhibitors

GoodGoodLuckLuck

Terry Elston, AgentTerry Elston, Agent

(217) 465-8585
309 N. Main St., Paris, IL 61944-1507

www.terryelston.net

 
t o  a l l  4 - H
Members

Good 
Luck

Special to The Prairie Press

Elijah Gher of the Stratton Jr. Farmers 4-H Club has a swine project ready for the virtural 2020 
Edgar County 4-H Fair. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Trent Gross of the Stratton Jr. Farmers 4-H Club is entered in the swine competition for the virtual 
2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair.
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1103 N Main Street | Paris, IL |  217-463-3250

PROUD 
SUPPORTER
OF 4-H FOR 
60 YEARS

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Good LuckGood Luck
4-Her’s
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Chrisman
 202 W. Madison 

Chrisman, IL 61924
(217)269-2339

Paris
600 E. Jasper Street

Paris, IL 61944 
(217)465-6360

Georgetown 
111 South Main Street
Georgetown, IL 61846  

(217)662-2166

Danville
110 N. North Street
Danville IL 61832
 (217)-443-5315

Marshall
702 Archer Ave.

Marshall, IL 62441
 (217)-826-1110

www.longviewbt.com

MEMBER FDIC

Graduates
We are 
here to 

HELP
you 

GROW

Good 
Luck 4-Her’s

Dimond Financial, LLC
Ben Lueken, Managing Member

208 E. Jasper St., Paris IL 
217-465-8562

Good Good 
LuckLuck  
4-H Members!

Edgar County Circuit Clerk 
Angie Barrett and Staff

Proudly 
supporting

Helping Farm Families Succeed

Paris 217-465-7605
www.farmcreditIL.com

Mill Creek Meats
11521 E. Clarksville Rd

Marshall, IL  
217-889-3363

www.millcreekmeats.commattstone@millcreekmeats.com

Good Luck 4-Her’s 

Proudly supporting

our youth
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Special to The Prairie Press

Sean Dunn of the Stratton Jr. Farmers 4-H Club 
with his vegetable gardening entry for the vir-
tual 2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair. Dunn also had 
a vegetable gardening plate and entered coffee 
cake, bread, dinner rolls and French bread in the 
Food & Nutrition category.  

Special to The Prairie Press

Hana Gillaspie, left, and Hope Gillaspie, right, fo the Hand, Heart, & Hooves Horse and Pony 4-H Club are entering projects in the horse and pony compe-
tition of the virtual 2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Izzabella Givens is shown with her entry in the 
rabbit competition for the virtual 2020 Edgar 
County 4-H Fair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Asher Dean, a member of the Pine Grove Handy 
Helpers 4-H Club, shows a money collection as 
one of his entries in the virtual Edgar County 
4-H Fair. He also has entries for goats, poultry 
and vegetable gardening.

Special to The Prairie Press

Kymberley Klyaic shows the cinnamon rolls she 
made for the virtual 2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair. 
Her other entry was a pie.

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?
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Special to The Prairie Press

Cole Webster of the C&S Ag 4-H Club is shown with the swine he entered in the virtual 2020 Edgar 
County 4-H Club. Webster also had a goat project.

Special to The Prairie Press

Brenden Cash of the Raiders Super Stars 4-H 
Club with the bookcase he built as a woodwork-
ing project for the virtual 2020 Edgar County 
4-H Fair. Cash also had an aerospace project.

Special to The Prairie Press

Maggie Milburn of the Raider Super Stars 4-H 
Club shows the family tree she entered in the 
civic engagement category of the virtual 2020 
Edgar County 4-H Fair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Shelbie Pollard will participate in sheep compe-
tition for the virtual 2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair.

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net

Special to The Prairie Press

Cooper Kuglin, left, and Cash Kuglin, right, par-
ticipate with their horses Ranger and Elliemae, 
in the virtual horse show for the 2020 Edgar 
County 4-H Fair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Cassius Kuglin rides Elliemae in the virtual com-
petition for the 2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair.
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Special to The Prairie Press

Alison Cash of the Raider Super Stars 4-H Club 
models the dress she made for the clothing and 
textiles event in the virtual 2020 Edgar County 
4-H Fair. She also entered projects in the rab-
bits, visual art chalk/carbon/pigment and visual 
arts scrapbooking categories.

Special to The prairie Press

Jay Peterson has a swine project for the virtual 
2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Jacob Harper of the Ft. Sumpter 4-H Club is 
shown with the corn project he entered for the 
virtual 2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Luke Shepard, a Cloverbud with the Grandview 
Pioneers 4-H Club, poses with the project he en-
tered for the virtual 2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair.

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

Special to The Prairie Press

Corman Kuglin shows his prize winning Myotonic (fainting) doe goat for the virtual 2020 Edgar 
County 4-H Fair.
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Special to The Prairie Press

Jacob Harper of the Ft. Sumpter 4-H Club entered a soybean project in the virtual 2020 Edgar 
County 4-H Fair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Lindsey Colter holds the duck she is showing for 
the virtual 2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Lindsey Colter and the rabbit she is showing at 
the virtual 2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Maddie Shepard of the Grandview Pioneers 4-H 
Club and the pillowcase she made for the cloth-
ing and textile events of the virtual 2020 Edgar 
County 4-H Club.

Special to The Prairie Press

Emily Milburn of the Raider Super Stars 4-H 
Club shows her clothing project for the virtual 
2020 4-H Fair.

Special to The Prairie press

Bryce McGrath works on a robotics project for 
the virtual 2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair. Robotics 
is a new category for the 4-H fair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Isabella Labaume of Scott’s Victory 4-H Club 
is showing a rabbit in the virtual 2020 Edgar 
County 4-H Fair.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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Special to The Prairie Press

Isabella Labaume of Scott’s Victory 4-H Club 
with the pie she made for the food events in the 
virtual 2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Brookelynn Robinson of the Stratton Jr. Farmers 4-H Club entered a basket of cookies in the cook-
ing event for the virtual 2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair. Her other projects included forestry, geology, 
photography and rabbits.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Kuglin Brothers, left to right, Cooper, Mack and Cash, participated in the virtual horse show for 
the 2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Victoria Labaume of Scott’s Victory 4-H Club 
placed a rabbit in the virtual 2020 Edgar County 
4-H Fair.

REUSE
the news
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Special to The Prairie Press

Ella York of the Paris Pathfinders 4-H Club displays her awards from the 2019 4-H Fair. She has 
entered projects in aerospace, cats, sewing, food 101 and weather for the virtual 2020 Edgar County 
4-H Fair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Maddie Shepard shows her creation for the vi-
sual arts competition of the virtual 2020 Edgar 
County 4-H Fair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Bryan Kohlmeyer shows the cookies he is enter-
ing in the food competition for the virtual 2020 
Edgar County 4-H Fair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Mellie McCollough makes pastry for two straw-
berry pies as her food project for the virtual 
2020 Edgar County 4-H Fair. McCollough, a 
member of the Paris Pathfinders 4-H Club, also 
entered projects in clothing & textiles, geology, 
flower arrangements and visual arts.

Special to The Prairie Press

Kaylee Jo Klyaic shows the cheese rolls she 
entered in virtual food competition for the 2020 
Edgar County 4-H Fair. She also entered yeast 
rolls.

REUSE
the news

Proud Proud 
of our of our 

4-H kids4-H kids

723 E. Crawford St.
 Paris, IL

 (217) 463-500 (217) 463-500
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